IARJSET ISSN (0) 2393-8021, ISSN (P) 2394-1588

(@g International Advanced Research Journal in Science, Engineering and Technology
o ISO 3297:2007 Certified 3¢ Impact Factor 7.105 3¢ Vol. 9, Issue 6, June 2022
DOI: 10.17148/IARJSET.2022.9674

Open CV Methods for Detecting License Plates

Raghunandan Shastry K N2, Sharath K?
Student, Department of MCA, Bangalore Institute of Technology, Bangalore, India®

Designation, Department of MCA, Bangalore Institute of Technology, Bangalore, India?

Abstract: With the popularity of automobiles and the improvement of computer vision recognition technology, smart tag
discovery has evolved into an important part of smart traffic management. The license plate location is used to segment
the vehicle image and collect the tag region for the follow-up recognition system to screen. It is commonly used by
executives in canny rush hour jams, car video monitoring, and other sectors. Two tag discovery strategies are considered
in this paper: one uses Sobel edge identification and the other uses morphological angle detection. Two tag location
strategies are implemented using OpenCV and Visual Studio 2012 under the Windows framework, and the two
calculations are thoroughly investigated from the standpoint of tag identification accuracy. These techniques have high
efficacy and intuitiveness, which serve as a reminder for later tag recognition. Intelligent Transportation System, License
Plate Detection, Edge Detection, and Morphological Gradient Detection are some of the catchphrases.

I. INTRODUCTION

With China's social and economic development, the promotion rate of its automobiles has accelerated dramatically, and
the global condition of China's automobile sector is also improving.

However, due to the rapid advancement of the current transportation industry and metropolitan development industry,
there has been a significant increase in the number of engine vehicles, resulting in an increasing number of traffic safety
mishaps in China, particularly with the improvement of freeways, the injury and casualty rate of car crashes has increased
significantly.

Currently, the most common responses to traffic problems are as follows:

interest in traffic regulation, such as going to great lengths to reduce the number of engine vehicles, but this strategy is
ineffective for long-term development;building more transportation infrastructure, but this path is hampered by financial
constraints, illogical street plans, and other factors;adopting a smart transportation system, which is a ground
transportation framework based on PC innovation, computerised reasoning innovation, and data innovation.

The tag recognition framework, which incorporates computerised image handling, PC designs, PC vision, character
recognition, and other enhancements, is a critical component.

In the light of PC, computerised thinking, and data innovation the tag recognition framework, which incorporates
computerised image handling, computer designs, computer vision, character recognition, and other enhancements, is a
major examination in today's intelligent transportation. The acknowledgement framework can be used to oversee leave
facilities and monitor them for models Detecting stolen vehicles, managing traffic congestion, tagging speeding vehicles,
and so on.

[1]In tag recognition innovation, location is everything.

Unfamiliar original work of tag acknowledgement framework is early, and the recognition technology has been extremely
mature, and it has been widely used; their lengthy periods of engagement has also fostered a variety of tag
acknowledgment linking with items.

[2] Because western organisations' products are mostly focused on neighbourhood tag recognition, and a big section of
the population can recognise unknown dialect characters, China cannot fully embrace unfamiliar tag recognition
innovation, but it can benefit from its benefits.

Compared to other countries, China's research into tag recognition innovation is often late. Chinese organisations
developing tag recognition framework include:

Zhenzhi Technology Development Co., Ltd., Chengdu Beijing Wentong Technology Co., Ltd., which developed the
Huoyan Zhenjing tag acknowledgment framework; Beijing Zhitong Video Technology Development Co., Ltd., which
developed the Wentong auto tag acknowledgment framework; and so on. Numerous Chinese experts have conducted
extensive study in the field of tag recognition, spawned a plethora of related computations, and made significant progress.
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The foundation colour of the tag and the hue of the character bar outline are, nevertheless, distinct in China. There is also
no broad open calculation for tag acknowledgment in China due to the hindrance of complicated climate and the failure
to obtain clear photographs.

I1. CONNECTED PROCESSES

A tag acknowledgment framework's path typically includes:(1) Image To locate the tag place in the image, recognition is
used. (3)Symbol division to isolate the images or characters in the tag picture into free portions; (2)License plate
correction (4) ldentify characters, one by one, the divided half, and then combine the results to produce a complete licence
plate number. The licence plate detection module in licence plate recognition is investigated in this work. The two
approaches are the Sobel edge detection licence plate detection algorithm and the morphological gradient detection
licence plate detection technique. HSV colour model processing, edge detection thresholding processing, morphological
processing, and rectangle region search are among the methods and detections included. The results of licence plate
detection are studied using a range of image formats, and the benefits and drawbacks are discussed. The two algorithms
are compared and their results are summarised.

DETECTION OF LICENSE PLATES BASED ON SOBEL EDGE DETECTION

Designing an Algorithm

I choose the licence plate detection approach based on Sobel edge detection from among the typical colour image-based
licence plate detection methods.

(1)Image preprocessing;

(2)Sobel edge extraction;

(3)Point extraction of suspected licence plate area; and

(4)License plate region extraction are all part of the process.

Image Preparation

The colour of licence plates is an important technique to identify between different types of automobiles.

The RGB model is used to depict colour patterns in computer vision. The R, G, and B components have a range of 0 to
255. In RGB colour space, the colours are separated into three primary hues: red, green, and blue. Currently, one type of
licence plate exists. To convert an RGB image to a chroma image, go to this page. Input image, strengthen chroma
component, execute binary operation with threshold of th on chroma enhancement map, eliminate unqualified image, and
determine licence plate area are all steps in the procedure.

Although the RGB colour model has a defined physical meaning and is appropriate for colour display systems, it is easily
changed by light intensity. Color segmentation is not appropriate when the vehicle's environment is complicated. As a
result, the licence plate location approach based on the RGB colour model is ineffective.

The hue, saturation, and illumination qualities of colour make up the majority of the HSI colour space & reflects the
various colour types; The brightness of pure colour after being diluted by white is referred to as saturation (S). The S
value is proportional to colour purity, i.e., the higher the value, the higher the purity, which indicates colour depth;
[llumination

Extraction of Sobel's Edge

Edge detection, as one of the primary technologies in image processing and computer vision processing, is primarily used
to detect and distinguish the set of pixels in an image that are caused by a sudden shift in brightness.

The proper application of the edge detection method allows for effective target detection, target positioning, and content
recognition.

The Sobel operator, as one of the most widely utilised discrete micromolecule operators, is frequently employed in image
processing for edge identification.

to determine the image's estimated gradient in the grey function The Sobel operator, which may be used to compute the
gradient value of an image, was first introduced in 1986. Based on pixel points, this operator creates the vector and
associated function of picture gradient and detects image edge using image convolution. Sobel operator is superior for
image processing with grey gradient and greater noise than Laplacian and Canny operators. This study employs the
vertical Sobel operator to extract the edge, that is, to detect the image's thinning vertical edge, based on the features of
most car licence plates.
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The Sobel convolution factor (Fig. 1)

We can determine the estimated brightness difference values in horizontal and vertical directions using the image. If A is
the original image and GX and Gy are the image's grey values as detected by the horizontal and vertical edges,
respectively, the formula is as follows:

Sobel operator is a typical edge detection algorithm with excellent efficiency, however its precision is insufficient. [5]
The efficiency improves when the x- and y-axes are aligned, but the precision of other angles is insufficient. Color
saturation is the best technique to distinguish between colour (blue and yellow) and non-color (white and black), as white
characters on a blue background and black characters on a yellow background cannot be distinguished.

Not only does this improve the edge response, but it also reduces other types of interference in the detecting process. In
this study, Sobel edge extraction is mostly implemented by non-maximum suppression and thresholding operations. To
generate a binary edge picture, the vertical edge of the vehicle HSV image obtained in the preceding steps is calculated
on the saturation channel, and as many faux edge areas as feasible are deleted.

If the element value in the gradient matrix of the picture is larger, it signifies that the gradient value of the point in the
image is larger, but this cannot be used to determine whether it is the point's edge.

During the operation, non-maximum suppression can delete the pseudo edge information in the image.

[6] This benefit is frequently employed in image edge detection. Its concept of operation is to optimise the pixel's local
neighbourhood to obtain the optimal value, then set the grey value corresponding to the non-maximum value as the
backdrop pixel. If the neighbourhood of a pixel reaches the local optimal value in the gradient value, it can be determined
as the pixel's edge, and the non maximum value's relevant information can be hidden. The majority of non-edge points in
edge pixels can be deleted using this rule.

The following is the non-maximum suppression method based on Sobel edge detection: first, the vertical direction of the
Sobel operator is determined, and the picture is converted into ata with a 32-bit floating-point precision; The image and
operator are then convoluted by filter2d, and the gradient amplitude of convolution results is obtained. If the threshold
value is less than the amplitude, the * 4 operation is performed while calculating the gradient amplitude. Finally, the
gradient of the two regions is established, and the binary image edge detection is performed following adaptive.

Extraction of a Suspected License Plate Area
We may obtain the HSV licence plate background colour regions by presupposing the H, S, and | of the HSI colour space,
which meet the relevant colours such as blue, yellow, black, white, and so on.

Image of plate extraction.

The suspected points in the licence plate area were gathered in the previous phases, and the above suspected points were
closed to connect the point sets of each region. In this paper, the closed operator is 2 * 25. The connected region is
recognised and determined using the image obtained in the previous steps, and then the contour is filtered. The pixel ratio,
width height, and width height ratio of non-zero area are screened based on the licence plate's basic characteristics. The
width and height parameters are set to 60 and 12, respectively, and the width height ratio is larger than 2 and less than 5.

DETECTION OF LICENSE PLATES USING MORPHOLOGICAL GRADIENTS
Algorithm Design
I chose the licence plate detection method based on morphological gradient detection among the standard grey image

detection approaches, and | broke down the implementation procedure of this algorithm into the following parts.
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(1)Detection of gradient morphology edges;
(2)Closed operation in horizontal and vertical dimensions;
(3)Extraction of licence plate region

Edge Detection in Gradient Morphology

Because of the features of digital images, differential operation is frequently substituted by differential approach in image
processing. Because of the fixed-direction disadvantage, basic first-order differential operations can only detect the fixed-
direction edge, hence they are not extensively employed. However, defining the image gradient as an operator helps
compensate for this issue and is a widely used strategy. A vector with direction and magnitude is an image gradient.
size. The gradient direction is only at the image grey level's maximum change rate. This is also its greatest benefit. It
expertly reflects the image edge's grey transition. In the image processing process, the gradient vector is always orthogonal
to the edge. A morphological gradient can be used to improve the pixel strength of an image edge in order to detect and
characterise it.

[8] The difference between the original image and the image can be created by expanding or corroding, and the
neighbourhood can then be strengthened to highlight the highlighted area's periphery. Calculating the mathematical
difference between dilation and corrosion is the most popular method for morphological gradients. Furthermore, there
are two techniques for calculating the morphological gradient, which is the arithmetic difference between the expansion
result and the corrosion result based on the original image. The highest value of intensity change of grey level in the
neighbourhood determined by related structural elements, rather than the local transition zone, is the output picture pixel
value of morphological gradient operation.

For following work, the image obtained using the above procedure is thresholded once again.

Horizontal and vertical operations are both closed.

The vertical component is utilised to detect the vertical edge of the licence plate region in the final phase, and then the
picture created by thresholding is operated, according to the principle of morphological gradient detection.

The closed operator connects the vertical edge. Follow these rules in the horizontal and vertical directions of morphology,
and the closed operator matrix is adaptively adjusted according to the identified vehicle's goal size:

The desired condition is that the height width is between 400 and 600 pixels using closed operation unit operators of 1 *
25 and 8 * 1 matrices.

The desired condition is that the height width is between 200 and 300 pixels using closed operation unit operators of 1 *
20 and 6 * 1 matrices.

The desired condition is that the height width is between 200 and 300 pixels using closed operation unit operators of 1 *
28 and 6 * 1 matrices.

To rule out the above scenario, utilise the closed operator of 1 * 15 matrix and 4 * 1 matrix.

Extraction of License Plate Region

First, there's the image. is obtained using the preceding approach, followed by the connected region, and finally the
minimal circumscribed rectangle, The genuine licence plate size is then calculated in the minimum circumscribed
rectangle. The rectangle whose proportions, size, or image shape are not necessary is deleted throughout this operation.
Finally, the suspected licence plate area can be computed as the connected area of the external rectangle reserved.

ANALYSIS AND EXPERIMENTATION
Detection Outcome

The output outputs of the two methods are compared using two typical types of images as examples.
The first sort of image has a positive licence plate position, a significant proportion, and minimal background interference.

U BLBEE
v/

Figure 2 shows the first sort of image.
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Figure 3 shows the results of the first. method one, and method two the licence plate location is skewed in the second
type of image.
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Figure 4 shows the second sort of image.

The first way did not work.

Figure 5 shows the result of the second strategy.

According to the preliminary analysis of the above detection results, the first and second methods can successfully detect
the licence plate area of the vehicle image with positive licence plate position, large proportion, and less background
interference, with the first detection method having higher accuracy and more accurate positioning area.

For car photos with an inclined licence plate position, the second technique has a greater success rate.

Analytical Comparison

The purpose of this research is to verify the prior analysis and hypothesis of the detection outcomes.

The advantages and disadvantages of the two licence plate identification technologies, as well as the application
occasions, are selected at random.

The following are the benefits of the licence plate detection algorithm based on Sobel edge detection based on the above
detection results:

The algorithm can detect the licence plate area successfully and the accuracy rate is higher when the licence plate position
is positive, the proportion is large, and the background interference is low. The downside is that the algorithm's placement
accuracy is low when the licence plate is slanted. As a result, the method is acceptable for vehicle photos with low noise
interference and camera shooting direction parallel to the licence plate area. The advantages of the morphological gradient
algorithm The algorithm can detect the licence plate area with high accuracy when the licence plate is tilted; the
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disadvantage is that, when compared to the first technique, this method is not accurate enough to locate the licence plate
of the vehicle image with positive licence plate position.

The loss in positioning accuracy is due to the difficulty in detecting vehicle images with different noises.

As a result, the system can detect a car image with a slight tilt in the licence plate position.

Other Methods of Improvement

When a camera takes a picture of a car in real life, there must be a particular angle between the shooting direction and the
licence plate region, and the licence plate image is often blurry

has a slight inclination The tilted licence plate image will have a significant impact on subsequent licence plate placement
and character segmentation; it may reduce recognition rates or perhaps cause the subsequent character recognition
procedure to fail. As a result, the image's skew must be adjusted in order to precisely locate There are currently three
basic approaches for image skew correction:

The Hough Transform is frequently used to execute tilt correction in image analysis and computer vision.

This method primarily separates and transforms picture features, then classifies the shapes, and finally projects the same
shape straight line or curve to another space to generate the peak point, converting the detected shape into a statistical
peak value problem.

The algorithm, in reality, determines the tilt angle's peak value and then adjusts it to match the current condition. [10]
Important Elements Data reduction and signal denoising are the most common applications of analysis. The
transformation matrix is obtained once the major component has been calculated. Finally, analysis is used to fix the
original image. [11]

The Least Square approach is used to correct the image's skew first, followed by the slant correction method for the
remaining steps.

The restored licence plate image meets the fundamental character segmentation requirements and can be utilised for
subsequent processes.

OpenCv includes a neural network for licence plate identification called CvANN_ MLP. One input layer, one output
layer, and one or more hidden layers make up this multilayer sensor network. The Deep neural network recognition has
the advantage of requiring a compact and quick data file once the network has been properly trained.

CONCLUSION

This paper used two approaches for detecting licence plates, one based on Sobel edge detection and the other on
morphological gradient detection.

We can conclude that licence plate detection based on Sobel edge detection is suitable for vehicle images whose camera
shooting direction is parallel to the licence plate area, and licence plate detection based on morphological gradient
detection is suitable for detecting vehicle images with a certain tilt in the licence plate position, based on a comparison of
the aspects of licence plate detection accuracy and licence plate tilt detection rate. As a result, for various sorts. Improve
the detection accuracy of vehicle photos, we can employ several licence plate detecting methods.
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