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Abstract: The recent advance in nanotechnology has lead to the development of targeted medicine delivery system. still, 

targeting a patch to a particular point using a medicine delivery system effectively requires a technical medicine delivery 

system. The discovery of nanosponge has come a significant step in prostrating certain problems similar as medicine 

toxin, poor bioavailability and release of medicine in a predictable fashion as they can accommodate both hydrophilic 

and hydrophobic medicine. Nanosponges can be appertained to as solid pervious patches having a capacity to load 

medicines and other actives into their nano cavity; they can be formulated as oral, parenteral, topical or inhalation lozenge 

forms. Because the medicine can be released at the specific target point rather of circulating throughout the body it'll be 

more effective for a particular given lozenge. Another important character of these bloodsuckers is their waterless 

solubility; this allows the use of these systems effectively for medicines with poor solubility. In this, operation of 

nanosponges, styles of medication, evaluation parameter have been bandied.  
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I. INTRODUCTION 

 

The recent advance in nanotechnology has lead to development of targeted medicine delievery system. It has a long been 

a problem for medical experimenters how to get them to the right place in the body and how to control the release of the 

medicine to help overdoses. The developments of new and complex motes called nanosponges have the eventuality to 

break these problems. Nanosponges are made of bitsypatches with many nanometers wide depressions, in which a large 

variety of substances can be reprised. These patches are able of carrying both lipophilic and hydrophilic substances and 

of perfecting the solubility of inadequately water answerable motes(1). 

 

Nanosponges has clearly a new interest for medicines by furnishing them new life through their remedial targets in cancer 

treatment also. Administration of medicine by target acquainted in cancer treatment that improves remedial efficacity, 

reduction in side effect and optimized dosing authority will be the leading trends in the area of rectifiers. In targeted 

medicine delivery, picky and effective localization of pharmacologically active half at a   target in remedial attention and 

confining access to the non-target normal cellular filling and therefore decreases poisonous goods and increases the 

remedial indicator of the anti-cancer medicine(2,3,4). 

 

Nanosponges were developed especially for topical delivery of medicines as they're nonirritating, non-toxic,non-

allergic,non-mutagenic. It can deliver medicines that are inadequately answerable in water. Nanosponges are bitsy 

globular patches ranging from 250 nm to 1 micrometer with large pervious face(5,6).  

 

In proteomic studies, 3D nanosponges have the eventuality to fractionalize the peptides. Nanosponges act as carrier for 

feasts like oxygen and carbon dioxide so nanosponges have plenitude of biomedical operations. The nanosponges are 

solid in nature and can be formulated as topical, inhalational, parenteral, or oral lozenge forms. In oral route, they're 

consumed as tablets or capsules in which there may be a matrix of lubricants, excipients, diluents, and anticaking agents. 

In parenteral route, the medicines may be composed of waterless results, saline, and sterile water. In topical 

administration, the medicine can be targeted efficiently by integrating them into topical hydrogel(7). 

 

NS are a new class of hyperactive-cross-linked colloidal polymer- grounded structures conforming of colloidal- sized 

rigid nanoparticles andnanosized depressions. It increase safety, drop side goods, and enhance the release of medicines. 

generally, the nanosponges external face ispervious, allowing for nonstop medicine release. NS are also used for the 

distribution of topical medicines. In the epidermis and dermis, traditional phrasings of topical medicines accumulate 

exorbitantly. They avoids the accumulation in the dermis and epidermis of the active constituents(8). 
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The nanoporous substances have structure that significantly distributed into “ Nanoporous membrane ”, “ Nanoporous 

hydrogels ” and “Nanoporous patches ” and the porosity and size both are the distinguish point that separates 

nanoparticles from nanosponges where an average size of nanoparticles is measured in ‘ nanometers ’, whilst the 

nanosponges containing pores are measured in ‘ nanometers ’meanwhile, an factual size of NS might range below< 5um( 

micrometers). Nanoporous patches microparticles have been linked as Nanosponges( NS)(9). 

 

Nanosponge have nano sized colloidal carrier so it's fluently access through skin. Because of their small size and 

porousnature. They can bind inadequately-answerable medicines within the matrix and ameliorate their bioavailability 

of medicine and they also increasethe solubility of inadequately answerable medicines. They're grounded on nano, 

polymer- grounded spheres that can suspend orentrap a wide variety of substances and also be incorporated into a 

formulated product similar as a gel, poultices, cream, ointments, liquid or greasepaint(10). 

 

NS are stable over range of pH 1 to 11. These phrasings are stable at the temperature up to 1300 C. These phrasings are 

compatible with utmost vehicles and constituents. Because of their average severance size is0.25 μm nanosponges are 

tone altering where bacteria can not access(11). 

 

Nanosponges are attained by suitable cross linking process and also by different organic and inorganic accoutrements. 

By forming addition and non-addition complexes it can synopsize colorful types of motes(12).  

 
 

 
                                              

Fig. 1: Structure of a nanosponge showing a cavity for drug. 
 

 

II. ADVANTAGES OF NANOSPONGE 

 

• Nanosponges increase waterless solubility of the unwell water-answerable medicine. 

• It can release the medicine motes in a predictable fashion. 

• Due to their bitsy severance size(0.25 μm), bacteria can not access the nanosponges and they act like a tone- sterilizer. 

• Nanosponge medicine delivery system arenon-irritating, nonmutagenic andnon-toxic. 

• It help to remove the poisonous and venom substance from the body. 

• Nanosponges medicine delivery system minimize side effect.  

• Nanosponges increase expression stability and enhance the inflexibility of the expression.  

• Nanosponges reduce dosing frequence. 

• More patient compliance. 

• Nanosponges complexes are stable over wide range of pH( i.e. 1- 11) and a temperature of  130 °C. 

 

 

III. DISADVANTAGES OF NANOSPONGES 

 

 • NS have the capacity of recapitulating small motes, not suitable for larger motes. Cure jilting may do at  times( 13). 
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IV. CHARACTERISTICS OF MEDICINES SUITABLE FOR NANOSPONGES 

 

• Dug campaigners should have a molecular weight in between 100 to 400 Daltons.  

• medicine patch having a maximum five condensed rings is more favored.  

• Solubility in water should be lower than 10 mg/ ml, BCS class II medicines most generally used. 

• Melting point of the substance should be below 250 °C(14,15,16,17). 

 

V. FACTORS IMPACT NANOSPONGE FORMATION 
 

1. Type of polymer 
 

The conformation as well as the performance of Nanosponges can be influence by type of polymer. for complexation, 

the depression size of nanosponge should be suitable to accommodate a medicine patch of particular size. 

 

2. Type of medicines 
 

Medicine motes to be perplexed with nanosponges should have certain characteristics mentioned below 

• Molecular weight of the medicine should be in between 100 to 400 Daltons. 

• medicine patch consists of lower than five condensed rings. 

• Solubility in water should be lower than 10mg/ ml. 

• Melting point of the substance should be lower than 250 °C. 
 

3. Temperature 
 

medicine/ Nanosponge complexation can be effected by the change of temperature. In general, adding in the temperature 

drop the magnitude of the apparent stability constant of the medicine/ Nanosponge complex may be due to a result of 

possible reduction of medicine/ nanosponge commerce forces, similar as van- der Waal forces and hydrophobic forces 

with rise of temperature. System of medication medicine/ Nanosponge complexation can be effected by the system of 

loading the medicine into Nanosponge. still, the effectiveness of a system depends on the nature of the medicine and 

polymer, in numerous cases indurate drying was set up to be most effective for medicine complexation. 

 

4. Degree of negotiation 
 

Type, number and position of the substituent on the parent patch may be greatly effect the complexation capability of the 

nanosponge.(18). 

 

VI. METHOD FOR PREPARATION OF NANOSPONGE 

 

conflation detergent system: The main polymers used in this system are ethyl cellulose and polyvinyl alcohol in varying 

proportions. The dispersed phase is formed by adding ethyl cellulose  and the available medicine which is dissolved in 

20 ml of dichloromethane. The drop wise addition of nonstop phase is by prepared by dissolving polyvinyl alcohol in 

150 ml of distilled  water. also the admixture is allowed to stir for 1000rpm for about 2 hrs. The attained Nano 

bloodsuckers are collected, filtered and dried in roaster for around 1 day and stored in desiccators(19). 

 

Solvent used system: The over used polymer can be used along with some suitable polar aprotic detergent similar as 

Dimethylformamide, dimethylsulfoxide and blend proportionally. also to this admixture,cross-linkers available are added 

with a rate of 4 16. A temperature is maintained from 10 °C for response of polymers for 2 days. utmost of the carbonyl 

cross linkers( Dimethyl carbonate and Carbonyl diimidazole) are used. After the response is complete the product kept 

to cool at room temperature, also add the admixture with distilled water for recovering and filtered under air roaster and 

sanctification is done by soxhchlet outfit added with ethanol for farther birth. Again go for drying under vacuum and 

pulverized mechanically to get a homogeneous white greasepaint(20). 

 

 Ultrasound – supported conflation: In this procedure Nano bloodsuckers can be attained by using polymers with 

carbonyl cross linkers in the absence of detergent and kept for sonication. These developed Nano bloodsuckers will have 

invariant globular dimension. Mix the polymer and thecross-linker in a sufficient volume and is taken in a beaker. The 

beaker is filled with water and heats it to 90 °C for ultrasonication. The admixture is kept for 5 hours for nonstop 

sonication. also the admixture is cooled and washed the product with distilled water and allowed to purify it with 

ssoxhchlet extractor using ethanol. The final product attained is dried at 25 ˚c and whitish greasepaint is collected and 

store from moisture.(21). 
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Polymerization Tshis process leads to the expression of force type of system, that opens at the face through pores. A 

result ofnonpolar medicine is made in the monometer, to which waterless phase, generally containing surfactant and 

dispersant to promote suspense is added, polymerization is effected, formerly suspense with the separate driblets of the 

asked size is established; by cranking the monomers either by catalysis or increased temperature.(22,23). 

 

Quasi- conflation detergent prolixity: The nanosponges prepared by this system using different polymer quantities. To 

prepare the inner phase, Eudragit Rs 100 dissolved in suitable detergent. also, medicine can be added to result and 

dissolved under ultrasonication at 350C. the inner phase is poured into the PVA result in water( external phase). 

Following 60 min of stirring the admixture is filtered to separate the nanosponges. The nanosponges are dried in an air 

hotted roaster at 400C for 12 hrs.(24,25). 

 

 Conflation detergent prolixity system: In this system the two phases used are organic and waterless. Waterless phase 

correspond of polyvinyl alcohol and organic phase include medicine and polymer. After dissolving medicine and polymer 

to suitable organic detergent, this phase is added sluggishly to the waterless phase and stirred for two or further hours 

and also nanosponges are collected by filteration washed and also dried in air at room temp or in vacuum roaster at 400C 

for 24 hrs.(26,27). 

 

VII. POLYMERS USED IN NANOSPONGE PREPARATION 

 

There are colorful polymers, copolymers and cross linkers are used in the medication of nanosponges 

 

Polymers: Hyper cross linked Polystyrenes, Cyclodextrines and its derivations like Alkyloxycarbonyl Cyclodextrins, 

Methyl ß- Cyclodextrin, Hydroxy Propyl ß Cyclodextrins. 

 

Copolymers: Poly( valerolactone allylvalerolactone), Poly( valerolactoneallylvalerolactone oxepanedione), Ethyl 

Cellulose, Poly vinyl alcohol.  

 

Cross linkers: Carbonyl diimidazoles, Carboxylic acid dianhydrides, Diarylcarbonates,Dichloromethane.Diisocyanates, 

Diphenyl Carbonate, Epichloridine, Gluteraldehyde, Pyromellitic anhydride, 2,2- bis( acrylamido) Acetic acid( 28) 

 

Table 1: Biopharmaceutical classification system class II drugs. 

 

Antianxiety drugs  Lorazepam 

 

Antiarrhythmic drugs  Amiodrone hydrochloride  

Antibiotics  Azithromycin , ciprofloxacin,  

azithromycin,sulfamethoxazole  

Anticoagulant  Warfarin  

Anticonvulsants  carbamazepine, chlonazepim,  

felbamate, oxycarbazepine  

Antidiabetic  atorvastatin , glibenclamide, glipizide,  

lovastatin, troglitazone  

Antihyperlipidimic drugs  simvastatin, lovastatin, atorvastatin  

Antiepileptic drugs  Phenytoin  

Antifungal agents  vericonazole, girseofulvin, itraconazole, ketoconazole  

Antihistamines  Terfenadine  

Antihypertensive drugs  felodipine, nicardipine, nifedipine, nisoldipine,  

Anti neoplastic agents  camptothecin, docetaxel, etoposide, exemestane, flutamide,  

paclitaxel, topotecan, temozolamide, tamoxifen, raloxifene  

Antioxidants  Resveratrol  
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Antipsychotic drugs  chloropromazine hydrochloride  

Antiretroviruals  indianavir, nelfinavir, ritonavir, saquinavir  

Antiulcer drugs  lamsoprazole, omeprazole  

Antihelminitics  albendazole, mebandazole, praziquantel  

Cardiac drugs  carvedilol, digoxin, talinolol.  

Diuretics  Chlorthalidone, spiralactone  

Gastroprokinetic agents  Cisprapride  

Immunosupressants  Cyclosporine, sirolimus, tacrolimus  

NSAIDS  Dapsone , diclofenac, flurbprofel, ibuprofen, indomethacin  

Steroids  Danazol , dexamethazone  

Miscellaneous  Atovaquone ,melarsoprol, phenezopyridine, ziprasidone  

 

 

VIII. EVALUATION STUDIES OF PREPARED NANOSPONGES 

 
 

1. flyspeck size analysis 

 

The ray light diffractometry or Malvern Zeta sizer was used to determine the flyspeck size of Nanosponge. From this, 

the mean periphery can be measured. All the samples were Measured at the fixed angle of 90 ° for all the samples. The 

samples were suitably adulterated with distilled water for every dimension. 

 

2. Scanning electron microscopy 
 

For evaluation of the face morphology of nanosponges, The scanning electron microscope was used for assaying the 

sample after preparing the sample by smoothly sprinkling on a double tenacious tape recording stuck to an aluminum 

end. also the remainders were carpeted with platinum and was placed in a scanning electron microscope. The samples 

were also aimlessly scrutinized and photomicrographs were taken at the acceleration voltage of 20 kV. From the 

performing image, average flyspeck size was determined. 

 

3. product yield(%) 
 

For calculating product yield, the theoretical mass was calculated originally by taking the mass of solid 

constituentsadded.Weighed all the set Nanosponge phrasings directly and the weight was recorded. also determined 

product yield of the nanosponges by using the following equation: 
 

product yield(%) = Practical mass of nanosponges x 100 

                            Theoretical mass( polymer medicine). 

 

4. Medicine ruse effectiveness(%) 

 

The directly counted volume of set drug loaded nanosponges was taken and crushed in a mortar and pestle. Added 5 ml 

of ethanol and contents in the mortar are transferred to a 100 ml standard beaker and made up to the volume with PBS. 

Kept away for 1 hr with frequent shaking for rooting  the medicine from the nanosponges. also it's filtered and the 

absorbance of the filtrate was measured at 261 nm after suitable dilutions. The medicine content was calculated from the 

estimation wind and expressed as factual medicine content in nanosponge. The medicine ruse effectiveness(%) of the 

nanosponges was calculated according to the following equation: 
 

medicine ruse effectiveness(%) = Experimental medicine lading x 100( 29). 

                                                         Theoretical medicine lading. 
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5. Fourier Transform Infra- Red( FTIR) 

 

Swaminathan etal. used Perkin Elmer System 2000 spectrophotometer for FTIR analysis. It was performed to understand 

whether any commerce occurs between the nanosponge and medicine. The gamuts were attained on KBr bullets over the 

range of 4000 cm- 1 to 650 cm1.  

 

Gangadharappa etal. carried out the FTIR analysis by using FT- IR spectrophotometer type 8400S Shimadzu( Japan). 

The sample was mixed with KBr greasepaint and was pressed to form KBr bullets. FTIR was performed over the range 

of 4000 cm- 1 to 400 cm- 1(30). 

 

IX. OPERATIONS 

 

1. Nanosponges for medicine delivery 

 

Nanosponges can fluently transport water undoable medicines due to their nanosporous structure (Biopharmaceutical 

Bracket System class-II medicines). These complexes can be used to increase the rate of dissolution, solubility and 

stability of medicines, to mask unwelcome flavors and to convert liquid substances to solids.(31) 

 

2. Nanosponges as a carrier for biocatalysts and in the delivery and release of enzymes, proteins, vaccines 

and antibodies 

 

colorful figures of artificial processes involving chemical metamorphosis are associated with functional disadvantages. 

Non-specific responses frequently leads to low yields, and the frequent need to operate at high temperatures and pressures 

requires consumption of large quantities of energy, and veritably large quantities of cooling water in the down- sluice 

process. All of these difficulties can be excluded or significantly reduced by using enzymes as biocatalysts.  

 

These enzymes serve most efficiently only under mild response conditions; they've high response speed, and are largely 

specific. They've a productive effect on the terrain because they reduce the energy consumption and reduce product of 

adulterants. 

 

The catalytic exertion of enzyme depends majorly on the correct inclination towards the active point. Proteins, peptides, 

enzymes and derivations thereof also can be used in the biomedical and remedial field. Proteolytic enzymes can be used 

in the treatment of cancer or type 1 mucopolysaccharidosis, whereas DNA and oligonucleotides are used in the treatment 

of gene remedy.  

 

The administration of these motes results in multitudinous problems and downsides. Majorly the protein medicines are 

inadequately absorbed from the natural membranes due to the factors like large molecular size, hydrophilic nature, degree 

of ionization, high face charge, chemical and enzymatic insecurity and low permeability through mucous membranes.(32) 

For intravenous drug governance, the protein motes may be fleetly cleared from the blood, it binds to tube proteins and 

is sensitive towards proteolytic enzymes. 

 

3. Cyclodextrin Nanosponges in Drug Discovery 

 

Nanosponges made of cyclodextrins can veritably explosively bind with organic motes and remove them from water 

indeed at veritably low attention. The same conception can be useful for  elimination of bitter factors from grape fruit 

juice by picky combination of polymer and cross linker.  

 

The micro pervious hyperactive cross linked nanosponges have been used considerably in picky separation of inorganic 

electrolytes by the help of size rejection chromatography system. Themulti-dimensional nanosponge will play a vital part 

in the bifurcation of peptides for proteomic operations. Nanosponges can be used as a carrier for feasts like oxygen and 

carbon dioxide.(33)  
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Figure 2: Schematic representation of the synthesis reaction of pyromellitic β- Cyclodextrin Nanosponges 

 

 

4. Cancer Therapy 

 

Nanosponges are largely effective in delivering anti-cancer medicines in the treatment of Cancer excrescences. Studies 

have claimed that this system is three to five times further effective in dwindling the growth of excrescence than the 

direct administration of injection of anti-cancer medicines. These bitsy nanosponges are filled with a medicine. They 

target the peptide that binds to radiation- convinced cell face receptors on the excrescence. When the bloodsuckers 

encounter excrescence cells they stick to the face and are touched off to release their medicine.(34,35) 

 

5. As Chemical Sensor 

 

Nanosponges which belongs to the class of “ essence oxides ” acts as chemical detectors, which are used in discovery of 

hydrogen by the help of nanosponge titania. The structure of nanosponge intially has no point of contact so there's lower 

hinderance to electron transport and in results in higher 3D interconnect with nanosponge titania which is highly sensitive 

to hydrogen gas.(36) 

 

CONCLUSION 

 

Nanosponges are medicine delivery system to accumulate for both hydrophilic and lipophilic medicine. They can 

effectively deliver the medicine in a controlled manner at a target point. Nanosponges can be incorporated into topical 

medication similar as poultices, cream, ointments etc.  

 

The advantage of Nanosponge offers targeting the medicine to specific point reduces side goods, ameliorate stability, and 

ameliorate expression inflexibility and better case compliance. They're used in several fields similar as food assiduity, 

floriculture, and oil painting drawing etc.  

 

They've been set up to have a profound capability to cover essential biomarkers in different affections similar as cancer 

and biocatalysts from physiochemical declination. 
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