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Abstract: PMUY is a process to improve the quality of life and economic welfare of women living in rural areas. The
objective of the scheme is to provide energy efficient cooking for people living below BPL. The household survey was
conducted among the beneficiaries of PMUY. Data was collected through demographic information and interview
schedule from women living in rural area in Aurangabad district of Maharashtra. Descriptive statistics, regression
analysis (using SPSS) were used for data processing. The research population consists of beneficiaries of Pradhan Mantri
Ujjwala Yojana (PMUY) scheme living in Aurangabad district. Total 300 samples were the target population of the study.
The dimensions of the Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana (PMUY) scheme have been chosen as sustainability, energy
affordability, accessibility, safety, eco-friendly and health and hygiene. The social aspect variables of women were
selected as self-esteem and independence in personal life, family literacy, easy access to credit, freedom from social
shackles and health awareness. The results of the study show that, stability was correlated with family literacy (r = p <
.05). However, stability, self-esteem and independence in personal life, easy access to credit, freedom from social
bondage and health consciousness were not related to

Key Words: Sustainability, environment-friendly, Health Consciousness, Health & hygiene, Self-respect.

l. INTRODUCTION

PMUY is an ambitious social welfare scheme of the Government of India which aims to provide LPG connections to
BPL families across the country. The scheme, which aims to replace the unclean cooking fuel used in rural India with
cleaner and more efficient LPG. Total 1,44,531 beneficiaries of Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana (PMUY) in Aurangabad
district. The use of traditional fuel apart from its economic consequences and compact income for the family hampers
the socio-economic status of women, as most of the day time is spent by women in fuel collection (Tripathi, 2019).LPG
will also help such families in addressing various issues of rural households such as household air pollution issues,
improving the socio-economic status of women. Women work as housewives, mothers, farmers, daily wage laborers and
entrepreneurs.Indigenous women have an important role as custodians of traditional knowledge that is vital to the
livelihoods, resilience and culture of their communities. The traditional social role of women is that of the homemaker,
who takes care of the family, focusing on the children and their happiness.

(https://www.frontiersin.org/articles/10.3389/fpsyg.2016.00365/full). Rural women are often concentrated in low-
skilled, low-productivity and low- or unpaid jobs with long working hours, poor working conditions, and limited social
protection. PMUY has greatly boosted the social and economic status of the country. People who belong to special
category are now getting clean fuel for cooking. There are many parameters like cost, health, time and many more based
on which we can easily conclude that PMUY has improved the lives of the villagers in many ways. Women play key
roles in the rural society. Ujjwala scheme provides financial support of Rs1,600 for each cooking gas connection to
eligible households. The connections are given in the name of the women heads of households. No research conducted
on the effects of PMUY in Social aspect of Aurangabad district of Maharashtra, therefore, researcher was conduct the
research on this topic.
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1. METHODS

Total 300 beneficiaries of PMUY were the target population of the study. The study mainly depends on the primary
source of data. Method of Sampling For the Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana (PMUY) scheme a purposive method of
sample design was used, the sample size of the study was 300 women. This study consisted of a descriptive study in a
non-experimental, descriptive study design. The research population consists of beneficiaries of Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala
Yojana (PMUY) scheme who are living in Aurangabad district of Maharashtra. Interview schedule was used to collect
the data to measure the women empowerment of women from rural areas. The interview schedule includes, bank balance,
credit, support of their households, independence in achieving food and nutritional security and designing communities,
generating income, and improving rural livelihoods and overall well-being. Demographic information about, socio-
economic status, health history, current illness, age, drug use, risk factors before availing the scheme, fearful feelings
before availing the scheme, apprehensive and helpless due to lack of PMUY Prior to soliciting responses on reasons for
felt PMUY deficit, family type and monthly income of the population were obtained. The household survey was
undertaken from the target population of study. the women residing in the rural sector in Aurangabad district of
Maharashtra. Detailed information was collected from a responsible respondent in each household. Descriptive statistics
were calculated for all demographic variables. Co-relation and Regression analysis was used and a p-value of <0.05 will
be considered.

Dimensions of PMUY and women empowerment variables

The dimensions of the Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana (PMUY) scheme and the women empowerment variables selected
for the study are as follows:

Table- I shows the Dimensions of PMUY and women empowerment variables

SR.NO. WOMEN EMPOWERMENT VARIABLES DIMENSIONS OF PMUY
1. Self-respect and independency in personal life Sustainability

2. Family literacy Energy Affordability

3. Easy access to credit Accessibility

4. Freedom from social bounding Safety

5. Health Consciousness environment-friendly

6. | - Health & hygiene

1. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

The results concerning this are presented in the form of tables and discussion

Table -1.
Age -wise percentage of the Respondent ( Women)
Sr.No. Age Percentage (%)
1 18-25 09.66
2 26-34 11.66
3 35-42 30.33
4, 43 and Above 62.33
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Table - 4.4

CORRELATION OF SELECTED DIMENSIONS OF PRADHAN MANTRI UJJWALA YOJANA (PMUY)
AND WOMEN EMPOWERMENT VARIABLE WITH RESPECT TO social aspect of Women

Correlation

Self-respect and  |Family literacy|Easy access [Freedom Health

independency in to credit from social |Consciousness

personal life bounding
Sustainability 12 35% 00 13 =22
Energy Affordability 14 12 10 -11 -19
/Accessibility 13 03 29 10 -.02
Safety 30 -12 -10 11 .16
environment-friendly 37* 3o* 15 -10 -.10
Health and hygiene 38> 1 04 05 -.09

Table-4.1 shows the correlation of selected dimensions of Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana (PMUY) and women
empowerment variables with respect to social aspect of women. A correlation test was conducted to find out the
relationship between selected dimensions of Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana (PMUY) and women empowerment
variables with respect to social aspect of women.

The results of the study indicate that, the Sustainability was correlated with Family literacy (r=.33, p<.05). However,
Sustainability was not correlated, Self-respect and independency in personal life (r =.12), Easy access to credit (r = .00)
, Freedom from social bounding (r = .13) and Health Consciousness (r =.22)

Furthmore , The results of the study indicate that, The results of the study indicate that, Accessibility was
correlated with Self-respect and independency in personal life (r = .33, p<.05), Family literacy, (r = .33, p<.05) and Easy
access to credit (r = .33, p<.05). However, Accessibility was not correlated Freedom from social bounding and Health
Consciousness .

In moreover , The results of the study indicate that, Safety was correlated with Self-respect and independency in
personal life (r = .30, p<.05). However, Safety was not correlated Family literacy, (r =.12) and Easy access to credit (r
=.10) Freedom from social bounding (r = .11) and Health Consciousness (r =.16).

On other hand , The results of the study indicate that, environment-friendly was correlated with Self-respect and
independency in personal life (r = .37, p<.05), Family literacy, (r = .32 , p<.05).. However, environment-friendly was
not correlated Easy access to credit (r = .15) Freedom from social bounding (r =.10)and Health Consciousness (r =.10).

On other hand , The results of the study indicate that, The results of the study indicate that, Health and hygiene
was correlated with Self-respect and independency in personal life (r = .38, p<.05). However, Health and hygiene was
not correlated Family literacy, (r = .11) and Easy access to credit (r =.04). Freedom from social bounding and Health
Consciousness
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Table - 4

Regression analysis for effects of Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana (PMUY) and women empowerment variable
with respect to Social aspect

Testing Steps Standardize

Unstandardized coefficients coefficients
T

B Std.Error  Beta ()

Step 1
Women empowerment :
Predictor: Social aspect 1.71 0.57 .32
Step 2
Dimensions of PMUY
1. Sustainability 0.36 0.28 21
2. Energy Affordability 0.19 0.17 A1
3. Accessibility 0.21 0.15 .07
4. Safety 0.26 0.10 .02
5. environment-friendly 0.18 0.07 .06
6. Health and hygiene 0.12 0.08 .03
Predictor: Women empowerment
Step 3
Mediator: Social aspect
1. Self-respect 11 0.08 0.04
2 Family literacy 22 0.17 0.06
3 Easy access to credit 11 10 0.07
4, Freedom from social bounding 33 18 0.12
5 Health Consciousness 39 0.18 15
Predictor: Women empowerment 164 23 91

Through social aspect

Table- 4.3 shows the Regression analysis for the dimension of Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana (PMUY) on women
empowerment variable with respect to social aspect.

The result shows the Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana (PMUY) was not regressed on the predictor women empowerment
with respect to social aspect. Women empowerment with respect to social aspect was significantly not associated with
Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana (PMUY).

The requirement for Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana (PMUY) and social aspect of women empowerment in Step 1 was
not met.
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TABLE 4.4

Predictor variable effects for effects of Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana (PMUY) and women empowerment
variable with respect to Social aspect

Steps and Predictor variable BSE B B
Women empowerment with respect to social

aspect 1.56 1.10 43
Dimensions of PMUY 344 134 .65

Women empowerment X Dimension of
PMUY 034 022 .04

Table- 4.4 shows the Predictor variable effects (Regression Analysis) for the effects of Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana
(PMUY) on women empowerment variable with respect to social aspect.

To test for the effect of Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana (PMUY) on social aspect of women empowerment, multiple
regression analyses was carried out in which the cross product of Dimensions Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana (PMUY)
and community service participation of women empowerment (Women empowerment x Dimension of PMUY) was
added to the relevant main effects, with Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana (PMUY) score as the dependent variable.

Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana (PMUY) and the interaction term were regressed on community service participation of
women empowerment. In this analysis, a significant effect was not found for the community service participation of
women empowerment.
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