
IARJSET 

International Advanced Research Journal in Science, Engineering and Technology 

Impact Factor 8.066Peer-reviewed & Refereed journalVol. 11, Issue 4, April 2024 

DOI:  10.17148/IARJSET.2024.114105 

© IARJSET                  This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License                  711 

ISSN (O) 2393-8021, ISSN (P) 2394-1588 

A REAL-TIME CNN-BASED POTHOLE 

DETECTION SYSTEM FOR ROAD SAFETY 
 

ARVINDH KUMAR SELVAM1, Dr. G.Y.RAJAA VIKHRAM2 

Student, Department of Electronics and Instrumentation Engineering, SRMIST.1 

Assistant Professor, Department of Electronics and Instrumentation Engineering, SRMIST.2 

 

Abstract: Potholes present an ongoing hazard to the safety of roads, resulting in collisions, harm to vehicles, and 

deterioration of infrastructure. To tackle this difficulty, it is necessary to develop inventive systems that can promptly 

identify potholes in order to minimize the risks involved. This research presents PotholeWatch, an innovative method 

for detecting potholes that is based on convolutional neural networks (CNNs). The methodology we employ takes 

advantage of a distinctive dataset that includes road photos with annotations, allowing for effective training and 

assessment of the model. PotholeWatch offers effective real-time performance necessary for deployment in vehicle 

situations through careful preprocessing and model architecture design. Rigorous testing confirms the system's 

precision and promptness, showcasing its capacity to transform road safety. PotholeWatch is a technology that works 

well with vehicle safety systems. It provides proactive notifications to drivers, which helps provide a safer driving 

experience. This study introduces PotholeWatch as an innovative solution that utilizes Convolutional Neural Networks 

(CNNs) to address road hazards. It aims to improve the resilience of infrastructure and prevent accidents. 

 

I. INTRODUCTION 

 

Potholes, a ubiquitous nuisance on roadways worldwide, present a persistent challenge to road safety and infrastructure 

maintenance. These depressions in road surfaces not only jeopardize the safety of motorists, cyclists, and pedestrians 

but also contribute to significant vehicle damage and infrastructure degradation. The timely detection and repair of 

potholes are essential for preventing accidents, reducing maintenance costs, and preserving the integrity of 

transportation networks. 

 

Traditional methods of pothole detection often rely on manual inspections or periodic surveys conducted by road 

maintenance crews. However, these approaches are labor-intensive, time-consuming, and subject to human error. 

Moreover, the sporadic nature of these inspections means that potholes may go unnoticed for extended periods, 

increasing the risk of accidents and road damage. To address these challenges, there is a growing interest in automated 

pothole detection systems capable of operating in real-time. These systems leverage advancements in computer vision, 

machine learning, and sensor technologies to detect potholes quickly and accurately. By providing real-time alerts to 

drivers and road maintenance authorities, these systems can help mitigate the risks associated with potholes and 

facilitate timely repairs. 

 

In this paper, we introduce PotholeWatch, a novel pothole detection system built on convolutional neural networks 

(CNNs). PotholeWatch aims to revolutionize pothole detection by offering a real-time, automated solution that is both 

accurate and efficient. By leveraging a unique dataset of annotated road images and employing state-of-the-art deep 

learning techniques, PotholeWatch achieves superior performance in detecting potholes under various environmental 

conditions. 

 

The remainder of this paper is organized as follows: In Section 2, we review related work in the field of pothole 

detection and highlight the limitations of existing approaches. Section 3 provides an overview of the methodology 

behind PotholeWatch, including data collection, model design, and training procedures. We present the results of 

extensive experimental evaluations in Section 4, demonstrating the efficacy of PotholeWatch in real-world scenarios. 

Section 5 concludes the paper with a summary of key findings and avenues for future research. 

 

II. RELATED WORK 

 

Research in the field of pothole identification has made significant progress in recent years, driven by the urgent need 

to enhance road safety and streamline infrastructure repair protocols. This sector has experienced the investigation of 

various strategies and technology approaches targeted at alleviating the difficulties presented by potholes.  
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Rohan Chorada and his colleagues (2023) conducted a study that highlighted the significant capability of deep learning 

algorithms, particularly convolutional neural networks (CNNs), to effectively detect potholes from road photos. By 

utilizing Convolutional Neural Networks (CNNs), which excel at extracting complex patterns and characteristics from 

large datasets, their study showcased encouraging outcomes in terms of both precision and dependability in identifying 

potholes. The importance of accurate and reliable detection systems cannot be emphasized enough, as they have a 

crucial role in improving highway safety and reducing the financial costs of road repairs.  

 

In a similar manner, Furkan Ozoglu and colleagues (2023) presented a novel method for detecting potholes using 

vibration sensors and smartphones that have GPS integration. Their approach, which incorporated Convolutional 

Neural Networks (CNNs) to analyze vibration-based road anomaly data, demonstrated significant promise in 

successfully detecting potholes. By employing the integrated sensors of smartphones and advanced CNN algorithms, 

their study not only offered a cost-efficient solution but also showcased the practicality of applying current technology 

for preventative infrastructure maintenance.  

 

In addition, Abiodun Motunrayo Ikotun and their team (2023) tackled the distinctive obstacles faced on South African 

roadways by creating a convolutional neural network (CNN) powered automated detection system customized to meet 

the region's particular requirements. Their study emphasized the significance of tailoring detection systems to suit 

specific local conditions and demonstrated the impressive improvement in performance attained by using a customized 

CNN model. Through the utilization of image samples that are tailored to the research setting, the model was trained to 

attain exceptional levels of accuracy in identifying potholes. This successful outcome effectively tackles a significant 

issue in the transportation infrastructure of the region.  

 

These research emphasize the crucial importance of modern technology, specifically Convolutional Neural Networks 

(CNNs), in addressing the challenges related to pothole identification. Researchers are using deep learning algorithms 

and sensor-based data collection approaches to improve road safety measures. Continued development in the field of 

pothole detecting technology has the potential to greatly enhance road conditions and improve transportation 

infrastructure on a global scale.  

 

III. METHODOLOGY 

 

This section explains the methodology used to create the custom Inception CNN model for detecting potholes. The 

process involves a sequence of methodical procedures designed to create a proficient and precise model with the ability 

to identify potholes in photographs of roads. The methodology includes the collecting of data, preprocessing, the 

creation of the model architecture, training processes, and optimization stages to guarantee efficient real-time 

performance. 

 
 

Figure 1. Flow of proposed system 
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3.1 Data Collection 

The dataset used in this work was carefully obtained from publicly accessible repositories on Kaggle, a well-known 

platform for data science and machine learning enthusiasts. Kaggle offers a wide range of datasets that encompass 

several fields, such as transportation and infrastructure. For the purpose of detecting potholes, datasets consisting of 

road photos that have been marked with annotations to indicate the presence or absence of potholes were located and 

chosen. The datasets were carefully selected to encompass a wide range of road conditions, lighting circumstances, 

weather scenarios, and types of potholes that are commonly observed in real-world situations. This work was enhanced 

by utilizing publicly accessible datasets from Kaggle, which drew upon the combined contributions of data producers 

and researchers from around the globe. This method allowed for easy access to a wide-ranging and varied set of data, 

hence improving the model's capacity to make generalizations and perform well in various road settings and 

circumstances. 

 

3.2 Data Preprocessing 

Before training the model, the dataset was subjected to thorough preprocessing to ensure optimal learning. This process 

consisted of several crucial stages: 

• The images were scaled to a consistent resolution in order to achieve homogeneity throughout the collection 

and enable effective processing. 

• Pixel values were normalized to standardize them into a uniform range, usually ranging from 0 to 1, in order to 

stabilize and accelerate the training process. 

• Data augmentation techniques were utilized to improve the diversity and resilience of the dataset. The 

techniques encompassed rotation, translation, scaling, flipping, and brightness control. Augmentation enhances the 

model's exposure to a broader range of circumstances, therefore enhancing its capacity to generalize.  

 
 

Figure 2. Dataset 
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3.3 Model Architecture Design 

The model architecture was designed based on the Inception architecture, which is well-known for its ability to 

effectively capture spatial hierarchies of features. The Inception CNN model was designed to include many 

convolutional towers with different filter sizes, allowing for the extraction of both local and global information that are 

relevant to detecting potholes. The architecture reached its peak by utilizing concatenation and dense layers for 

classification, allowing the model to make well-informed decisions based on the retrieved characteristics. 

 
 

Figure 3. Architecture Design 

 

3.4 Training Procedures 

The process of training the model consisted of a carefully planned sequence of processes designed to optimize its 

predictive powers while minimizing the potential for overfitting. The training approach encompassed several crucial 

elements: 

• The dataset was divided into separate training and validation sets to ease the training and evaluation of the 

model. 

• The model was constructed using suitable loss functions and optimization algorithms, specifically designed for 

the task of identifying potholes. 

• The model underwent training iterations, known as epochs, during which it learnt to associate input photos 

with their respective labels indicating whether they had potholes or not.  

• During training, the model parameters are modified based on the estimated error (loss) between the predicted 

and actual labels. 

• Techniques such as dropout and L2 regularization were used to mitigate overfitting and improve the 

generalization of the model. 
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3.5 Optimization for Real-Time Performance 

In order to ensure that the model is suitable for real-time deployment, optimization measures were implemented to 

improve its computational efficiency and speed. This entailed: 

• Streamlining the model by identifying and removing unnecessary parameters to decrease its size and 

computational complexity. 

• Transforming the weights and activations of a model into formats with lesser precision in order to decrease 

memory use and speed up computations. 

• Utilizing hardware accelerators like GPUs or specialized inference chips to speed up model inference and 

enhance real-time responsiveness.  

 

IV. EXPERIMENTAL EVALUATION 

 

We provide the findings of comprehensive studies carried out to assess the effectiveness of PotholeWatch in real-life 

situations. We evaluate the system's ability to accurately detect, its efficiency in terms of processing resources, and its 

responsiveness in real-time.  

 

4.1 Evaluation Metrics 

To assess the accuracy of PotholeWatch's detection, we utilize common metrics including precision, recall, and F1 

score. Precision quantifies the ratio of correctly identified potholes to the total number of identified potholes, whereas 

recall quantifies the ratio of correctly identified potholes to the total number of existing potholes. The F1 score, which 

is calculated as the harmonic mean of precision and recall, offers a well-balanced assessment of detection accuracy. 

 

4.2 Detection Accuracy 

The detection accuracy of the customized Inception Convolutional Neural Network (CNN) model was thoroughly 

assessed to evaluate its effectiveness in identifying potholes. After evaluating the model on a separate test set consisting 

of road photos that were tagged with pothole labels, the model achieved an accuracy of around 83.82%. The accuracy 

score measures the model's capacity to accurately categorize road photos as either including potholes or not, with a 

high level of precision. 

 
 

Figure 4. Confusion Matrix 

 

These values clarify the model's capacity to precisely categorize road photos as either possessing potholes (positive 

class) or not containing potholes (negative class). The elements along the diagonal of the confusion matrix correspond 

to accurate classifications, whereas the elements outside the diagonal reflect instances of misclassification. The F1 

score is roughly 0.9635 and the recall is approximately 0.9565. 
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V. CONCLUSION 
 

The pothole detecting system's development and evaluation have shown encouraging outcomes, demonstrating its 

capacity to improve road safety and infrastructure upkeep. The system exhibits strong proficiency in reliably 

identifying potholes in road photos through thorough data collecting, preprocessing, and model creation with a 

customized Inception CNN architecture.  The attained accuracy of around 83.82% highlights the efficacy of the trained 

model in differentiating between road surfaces that include potholes and those that do not. In addition, the F1 score and 

recall metrics offer further insights into the model's performance, with approximate values of 0.9635 and 0.9565, 

respectively. 

 

The implementation of the pothole detecting system in real-time applications, whether on embedded platforms or 

laptops, offers the potential for proactive road repair and accident avoidance. Road authorities and transportation 

organizations can enhance road infrastructure and promote safer travel conditions for motorists and pedestrians by 

consistently monitoring and updating the system's performance.  Continuous refining and iteration are crucial for 

improving the accuracy, resilience, and scalability of any machine learning-based system in order to solve emerging 

difficulties. The system's ongoing enhancement and sustainability in real-world scenarios will be bolstered by user 

input, maintenance endeavors, and progress in data collection and modeling methodologies. 

 

REFERENCES 

 

[1]. k das Dipak, "Potholes killed 3597 across india", terror 803, 2017. 

[2]. G. H. Chen, J. Ni, Z. Chen, H. Huang, Y. L. Sun, W. H. Ip, et al., "Detection of highway pavement damage based 

on a CNN using grayscale and HOG features", Sensors, vol. 22, no. 7, 2022. 

[3]. P. Motwani and R. Sharma, "Comparative study of pothole dimension using machine learning manhattan and 

euclidean algorithm", Int. J. Innov. Sci. Res, vol. 5, pp. 165-170, 2020. 

[4]. S. Nienaber, M. J. Booysen and R. S. Kroon, "Detecting potholes using simple image processing tech-niques and 

real-world footage", 2015. 

[5]. X. Zhang, X. Xia, N. Li, M. Lin, J. Song and N. Ding, "Exploring the tricks for road damage detection with a 

onestage detector", In 2020 IEEE International Conference on Big Data (Big Data), pp. 5616-5621, 2020, 

December. 

[6]. Ma, N.; Fan, J.; Wang, W.; Wu, J.; Jiang, Y.; Xie, L.; Fan, R. Computer Vision for Road Imaging and Pothole 

Detection: A State-of-the-Art Review of Systems and Algorithms. Transp. Saf. Environ. 2022, 4, tdac026. 

[7]. Sattar, S.; Li, S.; Chapman, M. Road Surface Monitoring Using Smartphone Sensors: A Review. Sensors 2018, 18, 

3845. 

[8]. Bursanescu, L.; Blais, F. Automated pavement distress data collection and analysis: A 3-D approach. In 

Proceedings of the International Conference on Recent Advances in 3-D Digital Imaging and Modeling (Cat. 

No.97TB100134), Ottawa, ON, Canada, 12–15 May 1997; pp. 311–317.  

[9]. Wang, K.C.P.; Gong, W. Automated Pavement Distress Survey: A Review and A New Direction. In Proceedings of 

the Pavement Evaluation Conference, Roanoke, VA, USA, 21–25 October 2002; pp. 21–25.  

[10]. Moazzam, I.; Kamal, K.; Mathavan, S.; Usman, S.; Rahman, M. Metrology and visualization of potholes using 

the microsoft kinect sensor. In Proceedings of the 16th International IEEE Conference on Intelligent Transportation 

Systems (ITSC 2013), The Hague, The Netherlands, 6–9 October 2013; pp. 1284–1291.  

[11]. Lu, J.; Hudson, W.R.; Bertrand, C. Evaluation of Roughness System of Automatic Road Analyzer; Technical 

Report 1435; Transportation Research Board: Austin, TX, USA, 1994. 

[12]. Sathishkumar, V. E., Park, J., & Cho, Y. (2020). Using data mining techniques for bike sharing demand 

prediction in metropolitan city. Computer Communications, 153, 353-366.  

[13]. S. Pehere, P. Sanganwar, S. Pawar and A. Shinde. 2020. Detection of pothole by image processing using UAV. 

Journal of Science and Technology.  

[14]. J. Youngtae, R. Seungki. 2015. Pothole Detection System Using a Black-box Camera. Sensors. Basel, 

Switzerland, Nov. 2015, https://doi.org/10.3390/ s151129316  

[15]. X. Yu and E. Salari. 2011. Pavement pothole detection and severity measurement using laser imaging. IEEE 

International Conference on Electro/Information Technology. Mankato, Minn, USA, May 2011.  

[16]. J. Lin and Y. Liu. 2010. Potholes detection based on SVM in the pavement distress image. 9th International  

Symposium  on  Distributed  Computing  and  Applications  to  Business, Engineering, and Science). pp. 544–547, 

Hong Kong, August 2010. 

[17]. Kim, T., Ryu, S.K., 2014. A Guideline for Pothole Classification. Int. J. Eng. Technol. 4(10). 

https://iarjset.com/
https://iarjset.com/


IARJSET 

International Advanced Research Journal in Science, Engineering and Technology 

Impact Factor 8.066Peer-reviewed & Refereed journalVol. 11, Issue 4, April 2024 

DOI:  10.17148/IARJSET.2024.114105 

© IARJSET                  This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License                  717 

ISSN (O) 2393-8021, ISSN (P) 2394-1588 

[18]. Hoang, N.D., 2018. An Artificial Intelligence Method for Asphalt Pavement Pothole Detection Using Least 

Squares Support Vector Machine and Neural Network with Steerable Filter-Based Feature Extraction. Adv. Civil 

Eng. 

[19]. An, K.E., Lee, S.W., Ryu, S.K., Seo, D., 2018, January. Detecting a pothole using deep convolutional neural 

network models for an adaptive shock observing in a vehicle driving. In: Consumer Electronics (ICCE), 2018 

IEEE International Conference on (pp. 1-2). 

[20]. Akagic, A., Buza, E., Omanovic, S., 2017, May. Pothole detection: an efficient vision-based method using 

RGB color space image segmentation. In: Information and Communication Technology, Electronics and 

Microelectronics (MIPRO), 2017 40th International Convention on (pp. 1104-1109). IEEE. 

[21]. Erikson, J., Girod, L., Hull, B., 2008. The pothole patrol: using a mobile sensor network for road surface 

monitoring. In: Proceedings of the 6th International Conference on Mobile Systems, Applications, and Services 

(2008), pp. 29-39. 

[22]. O. o. I. R. a. Development, "Distress Identification Manual for the Long-Term Pavement Performance 

Project," U.S Department of Transportation Federal Highway Administration, 2014.  

[23]. I. G. V. P. Heggie, "Commercial Management and Financing of Roads," World Bank, Washington, 1998.  

[24]. A. M. Legreid, "Potholes and Strategies on the Road to Campus Internationalization," International Research 

and Review: Journal of Phi Beta Delta Honor Society for International Scholars, vol. 6, no. 1, 2016.  

[25]. A. F. Rita Justo-Silva, "Pavement maintenance considering traffic accident costs," International Journal of 

Pavement Research and Technology, 2019.  

[26]. S.-K. R. Taehyeong Kim, "A Guideline for Pothole Classification," International Journal of Engineering and 

Technology, vol. 4, 2014. 

[27]. Yousaf, M.H.; Azhar, K.; Murtaza, F.; Hussain, F. Visual analysis of asphalt pavement for detection and 

localization of potholes,2018. 

[28]. Hoang, N.-D. An artifificial intelligence method for asphalt pavement pothole detection using least squares 

support vector machine and neural network with steerable filter-based feature exteraction,2018. 

[29]. Hoang, N.-D.; Huynh, T.-C.; Tran, V.-D. Computer Vision-Based Patched and Unpatched Pothole 

Classification Using Machine Learning Approach Optimized by Forensic-Based Investigation Metaheuristic,2021. 

[30]. Kotha, M.; Chadalavada, M.; Karuturi, S.H.; Venkataraman, H. PotSense: Pothole Detection on Indian Roads 

using Smartphone Sensors. In Proceedings of the 1st ACM Workshop on Autonomous and Intelligent Mobile 

Systems, Bangalore, India,11 January 2020. 

[31]. Baek, K.; Byun, Y.; Song, H. Pothole detection using machine learning,2018 

 

https://iarjset.com/
https://iarjset.com/

