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Abstract: This project presents a comprehensive solution for vehicle speed detection using an Infrared (IR) sensor and 

an ESP32 camera module. The primary objective is to design an efficient and cost-effective system capable of accurately 

measuring and monitoring the speed of vehicles on the road. The IR sensor is employed to detect the presence of a vehicle 

by measuring the interruption of the IR beam. Once a vehicle is detected, the ESP32 camera captures images to log the 

event and provide visual evidence. The system calculates the speed of the vehicle by measuring the time taken to travel 

between two predefined points with known distance apart. 

 

The combination of the IR sensor and ESP32 camera allows for real-time speed monitoring and data logging, which can 

be utilized for traffic management, law enforcement, and research purposes. The ESP32's robust processing power and 

wireless communication capabilities enable remote monitoring and integration with IoT platforms for advanced data 

analytics. This project demonstrates the feasibility of using affordable components to build a reliable vehicle speed 

detection system, offering potential improvements in traffic safety and management efficiency. 

 

I. INTRODUCTION 

 

In an era characterized by burgeoning urbanization and increasing vehicular traffic, the need for innovative and integrated 

traffic management solutions has never been more pressing. Effective traffic management not only ensures the smooth 

flow of vehicles but is also crucial for enhancing road safety and optimizing urban infrastructure. This project embarks 

on a transformative journey by amalgamating two cutting-edge technologies: "Vehicle Speed Detection using IR Sensor 

and ESP32 Camera." Together, they form a unified and robust traffic monitoring system that provides real-time insights 

into vehicular behaviour and conditions on the road. The foundation of this project is based on precise and real-time 

vehicle speed detection. Employing Infrared (IR) sensor modules and the Arduino microcontroller, this system boasts the 

capability to measure vehicle speeds with remarkable accuracy. As a vehicle traverses the IR sensor's detection zone, the 

brief interruption of the emitted infrared beam triggers the Arduino to calculate the vehicle's speed. This data, 

continuously collected, enables traffic management authorities to monitor and control vehicular speeds, thereby 

enhancing road safety and ensuring compliancewith speed limits. However, speed data, while invaluable, often becomes 

more meaningful when coupled with visual insights into the traffic environment. Herein lies the significance of the ESP32 

Camera module. This camera, seamlessly interfaced with the Arduino, captures high-resolution images and video of the 

traffic scene. By fusing this visual information with the concurrent speed measurements, a comprehensive overview of 

traffic conditions unfolds. Traffic management authorities can leverage this data to make informed decisions, whether it 

be for optimizing traffic signal timings, assessing congestion, or investigating traffic incidents. The fusion of these two 

technologies presents a holistic approach to traffic monitoring and management.. In the forthcoming sections of this 

documentation, we delve into the intricacies of hardware setup, code integration, calibration techniques, and data fusion 

between the IR sensor-based speed detection system and the ESP32 Camera module 

 

II. RELATED WORKS 

 

Radar and Lidar-Based Systems: Traditional speed detection systems often use radar or Lidar technology to measure 

vehicle speed. These systems are highly accurate but can be expensive and complex to implement.  

 

For example, F. Momayez and D. Morse explored the application of Lidar for speed enforcement, emphasizing its 

precision but also noting the cost and setup challenges involved 
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Image Processing Techniques: he use of image processing for speed detection has been widely researched. A notable 

study by Z. Cao et al. involved using high-resolution cameras and computer vision algorithms to track and calculate 

vehicle speeds. While effective, this approach often requires significant computational resources and sophisticated 

software, which can be a barrier for low-cost implementations. 

 

Infrared Sensor Applications: Infrared sensors have been utilized in various traffic monitoring systems due to their 

reliability in detecting the presence of vehicles. M. Wada and T. Matsumoto conducted experiments using IR sensors for 

vehicle detection, demonstrating their effectiveness in different environmental conditions. However, these systems 

typically focus on detection rather than speed measurement. 

 

Integration of Sensors and Microcontrollers: Recent studies have explored integrating multiple sensors with 

microcontrollers to create more versatile and affordable speed detection systems. For instance, A. K. Mishra and R. K. 

Verma combined ultrasonic sensors with Arduino for speed detection, showcasing the potential for low-cost solutions 

but also highlighting the need for accurate calibration and environmental considerations. 

 

IoT and Wireless Communication: The integration of IoT with speed detection systems has opened new avenues for 

remote monitoring and data analysis. H. Kim and S. Kim's research on smart city applications demonstrated how wireless 

communication and cloud computing could enhance traffic management systems' efficiency and scalability. 

 

III. METHODOLOGY 

 

The methodology for the vehicle speed detection project using IR Sensor and ESP32 Camera entails several essential 

stages. Initially, the system's design is meticulously planned, delineating clear objectives and requirements such as vehicle 

detection, speed calculation, and data logging. This phase also involves the careful selection of components, including 

IR sensors and the ESP32 camera module, considering factors like detection range, response time, and image quality. 

Subsequently, the hardware setup involves installing the IR sensors at a predetermined distance apart and integrating the 

ESP32 camera in a strategic position to capture clear images of passing vehicles. In terms of software development, 

firmware for the ESP32 is crafted to manage tasks like monitoring IR sensor signals, calculating vehicle speed based on 

detected intervals, and facilitating image capture and storage. Additionally, software components enable data logging 

and transmission, ensuring that relevant information such as vehicle speed, timestamps, and captured images are 

efficiently recorded and communicated to a remote monitoring system or cloud platform. calibration to refine system 

parameters and optimize performance.  

 
3.1 Usecase Diagram 
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1. Vehicle Detection: IR sensors identify vehicle presence by detecting interruptions in the infrared beam. 

2. IR Sensor Integration: ESP32 microcontroller integrates signals from IR sensors to track vehicle entry and exit. 

3. Time Interval Measurement: System calculates time taken for vehicle to pass between two IR sensors 

4. Speed Calculation: Using known distance and measured time, system computes vehicle speed. 

5. ESP32 Camera Image Capture: Simultaneously captures images of passing vehicles for visual evidence. 

6. Data Logging and Transmission: Logs speed data, timestamps, and images to storage or cloud for analysis 

7. Testing and Validation: Rigorous testing ensures accuracy, reliability, and consistency under various condition 

 

IV. IMPLEMENTATION 

 

 
4.1 CLASS DIAGRAM 

 

4.2 Input Conversion Using IR Sensors: 

 

Vehicle Presence Detection: The IR sensors serve as input devices, detecting the presence of vehicles by measuring 

interruptions in the infrared beam. When a vehicle passes through the detection zone, it obstructs the IR beam, triggering 

the sensor to send a signal to the microcontroller (ESP32). 

 

Time Measurement: Upon detecting the vehicle's entry and exit, the microcontroller measures the time interval between 

these events using precise timing mechanisms. This time interval serves as input data for calculating the vehicle's speed. 
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4.3 Input Conversion Using ESP32 Camera: 

 

Image Capture: Simultaneously with IR sensor detection, the ESP32 camera captures images of vehicles passing through 

the detection zone. These images are converted into digital data and transmitted to the microcontroller for further 

processing and analysis. 

 

 

4.4 Output Conversion: 

Speed Calculation: Using the measured time interval from the IR sensors and the known distance between them, the 

microcontroller calculates the vehicle's speed using a predefined algorithm. This speed data is then converted into a 

digital format for storage and transmission. 

 

Image Processing: Captured images from the ESP32 camera undergo image processing algorithms to extract relevant 

information such as vehicle type, license plate numbers, and other identifying features. This processed data enhances the 

system's functionality and provides additional context for analysis. 

 

Data Logging and Transmission: The calculated speed data, along with timestamps and processed images, are converted 

into a suitable format for logging and transmission. This data is either stored locally on the microcontroller or transmitted 

wirelessly to a remote monitoring system or cloud platform for further analysis and monitoring. 

 

V. RESULT ANALYSIS 

 

The analysis evaluates the system's accuracy in measuring vehicle speed and the reliability of vehicle detection by IR 

sensors across various conditions. Image quality and processing are scrutinized to ensure clear evidence of passing 

vehicles, while data logging and transmission efficiency are assessed for seamless transfer of data. Real-world testing 

validates the system's practical performance, and comparisons with traditional methods highlight its advantages. 

Refinements are made based on analysis findings to enhance overall functionality and readiness for deployment. 

 

VI. CONCLUSION 

 

The implementation of a vehicle speed detection system using IR sensors and ESP32 cameras offers significant potential 

for enhancing traffic management, safety, and data collection. This system, as described, combines hardware components, 

including IR sensors and ESP32 cameras, with sophisticated software for vehicle detection, image processing, and speed 

calculation. The testing phases, including unit testing, integration testing, validation testing, and acceptance testing, are 

crucial for ensuring the system's accuracy, reliability, and compliance with regulations. 

 

During the testing process, it's important to assess the system's ability to operate under real world traffic conditions, 

various weather and lighting scenarios, and environmental challenges. The system's accuracy in vehicle speed detection, 

data security, and compliance with regulatory standards are vital for its success and acceptance. 
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