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Abstract: Solar energy is a promising renewable resource with vast potential for sustainable power generation. To
harness this energy efficiently, solar tracking systems play a pivotal role in optimizing the alignment of solar panels with
the sun's position. In this study, we propose an automatic solar tracking system based on light sensing using Light
Dependent Resistors (LDRs) and control logic implemented through comparators and motor drivers. The system employs
a reference voltage generated by a voltage divider circuit comprising a potentiometer and resistor combination to set
thresholds for sunlight intensity. When the voltage from the LDRs exceeds the reference voltage, indicating sufficient
sunlight, the system initiates actions such as adjusting the position of a solar panel to maximize energy capture. The
project's hardware components, including LDRs, comparators (LM358), motor drivers (L293D), and voltage regulators,
are integrated to create a robust and efficient solar tracking solution. Through experimental validation and performance
analysis, our system demonstrates enhanced energy harvesting capabilities compared to static solar panel installations.
The proposed automatic solar tracking system offers a cost-effective and sustainable approach to optimizing solar energy
utilization, with potential applications in residential, commercial, and industrial settings.

Keywords: Light Dependent Resistors (LDRs), Comparators (LM358), Motor drivers (L293D), Renewable energy,
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I INTRODUCTION

Solar energy has emerged as a leading contender in the pursuit of sustainable energy solutions, offering a renewable and
abundant source of power. Among the various methods of harnessing solar energy, solar tracking systems play a crucial
role in optimizing the efficiency of solar panel installations. These systems enable solar panels to dynamically adjust
their orientation throughout the day, ensuring they are positioned to capture the maximum amount of sunlight.

In line with this pursuit of enhanced energy capture, our project focuses on the development of an automatic solar tracking
system. Central to our approach are Light Dependent Resistors (LDRs), which serve as the primary sensors for detecting
changes in ambient light intensity. Coupled with comparators and motor drivers, our system autonomously adjusts the
position of solar panels to track the sun's movement across the sky.

The integration of LDRs, comparators (specifically LM358), and motor drivers (L293D) forms the backbone of our
system's control logic. By utilizing voltage divider circuits, we establish reference voltages that serve as thresholds for
triggering adjustments in solar panel orientation. This control mechanism ensures that our system responds dynamically
to fluctuations in sunlight intensity, optimizing energy harvesting efficiency.

Furthermore, our project underscores the importance of renewable energy technologies in addressing the global energy
crisis and mitigating the adverse effects of climate change. By maximizing the utilization of solar energy through efficient
solar tracking systems, we contribute to the transition towards a cleaner and more sustainable energy future.

In this paper, we present the design, implementation, and experimental validation of our automatic solar tracking system.
Through rigorous testing and analysis, we demonstrate the efficacy and potential of our system in enhancing energy
harvesting from solar sources. Additionally, we discuss the broader implications of our work for renewable energy
technology and its role in advancing sustainability goals on a global scale.
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1. RELATED WORK

The research landscape surrounding solar energy systems encompasses diverse topics such as photovoltaic conversion,
energy distribution, system monitoring, and optimization techniques.

Here, we present a selection of relevant works contributing valuable insights to these areas. Previous studies have
extensively explored solar tracking systems, aiming to optimize solar energy harvesting efficiency.

. Ahmed et al. (2020) proposed a solar tracking system utilizing Arduino microcontrollers and Light Dependent
Resistors (LDRs) to adjust solar panel orientation based on changes in light intensity. Their experimental results
demonstrated significant improvements in energy capture compared to fixed solar panel setups [1].

. Patel et al. (2019) developed a solar tracking mechanism employing Raspberry Pi controllers and servo motors.
By integrating real-time weather data and predictive algorithms, their system dynamically adjusted solar panel
positioning for maximum sunlight exposure. Comparative analysis revealed superior energy generation efficiency over
static solar panel installations [2].

. In a related study, Li et al. (2021) investigated the application of machine learning algorithms for solar tracking
optimization. By leveraging historical solar radiation data and cloud cover forecasts, their system adjusted solar panel
angles to mitigate the impact of changing weather conditions. Experimental evaluations demonstrated enhanced
performance in maintaining optimal solar panel alignment under varying environmental factors [3].

. Mohan et al. (2019) proposed a solar-powered energy-efficient distribution system, focusing on optimizing
energy distribution in solar-powered networks [4]. Reca-Cardefia and Lopez-Luque (2018) discussed the design
principles of photovoltaic irrigation systems, highlighting key considerations for efficient utilization of solar energy in
agricultural applications [5].

. Additionally, Leow et al. (2016) conducted a study on the temperature distribution of three-dimensional
photovoltaic panels using finite element simulation, providing insights into thermal management strategies for enhancing
solar panel performance [6].

Building upon these previous studies, our conceptual framework integrates Light Dependent Resistors (LDRS),
comparators, and motor drivers to develop an automatic solar tracking system.

By employing voltage divider circuits and control logic, our system dynamically adjusts solar panel orientation to
maximize energy capture based on real-time sunlight intensity measurements. Through rigorous experimentation and
analysis, we aim to validate the effectiveness and feasibility of our proposed approach in enhancing solar energy
harvesting efficiency.

1. BENEFITS AND CHALLENGES

A. Benefits:

. Tracks the sun for optimal sunlight, boosting energy production.
. Ensures maximum solar panel output throughout the day.

. Higher energy production leads to savings on electricity bills.

. Enhances renewable energy capture, reducing reliance on non-renewable sources and lowering carbon
emissions.

B. Challenges:

. Higher Initial Costs

. Maintenance Needs

. Environmental Sensitivity

. Space Requirements
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V. METHODOLOGY
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Fig. 1

The automatic solar tracking system comprises units and blocks that collectively form the system. Figure 1 depicts a
block diagram of this setup.

1. Solar Panel: Serving as the primary energy source, the solar panel consists of photovoltaic cells that convert
sunlight into electrical energy. Positioned to capture maximum sunlight, its output is essential for powering the system.

2. LDR1, LDR2 (Light Dependent Resistors): These sensors detect variations in light intensity. Strategically
located, LDR1 and LDR2 provide feedback on the brightness of sunlight falling on different segments of the solar panel,
aiding in precise tracking adjustments.

3. Voltage Regulator: Essential for system stability, the voltage regulator ensures a consistent output voltage from
the battery. By mitigating voltage fluctuations, it safeguards sensitive electronics from damage and maintains reliable
operation.

4. HLF358 (LM358 Comparator): Responsible for evaluating the sunlight intensity, the comparator compares the
voltages from LDR1 and LDR2 with a preset reference. This comparison determines if adjustments to the solar panel's
orientation are necessary for optimal energy capture.

5. Motor for Solar Panel Rotation: This motor facilitates the movement of the solar panel to align with the sun's
position. Its direction and speed are controlled based on signals received from the comparator, ensuring precise tracking
throughout the day.

6. Battery: Serving as an energy reservoir, the battery stores surplus electricity generated by the solar panel. Vital
for maintaining uninterrupted operation during periods of low sunlight or at night, it provides power to the system when
sunlight is insufficient.

7. Motor Driver (L293D): Acting as the interface between the control circuitry and the DC motor, the motor driver
regulates the motor's direction and speed. It translates signals from the comparator into precise movements of the solar
panel, optimizing energy capture.

8. DC Motor: Integral to the solar panel's movement, the DC motor physically rotates the panel to track the sun's
trajectory. Its synchronized operation with the motor driver ensures efficient alignment for maximum sunlight exposure.
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9. LED 1, LED 2: These indicator LEDs offer visual feedback on the system's status. LED 1 may signify active
sun tracking, while LED 2 could indicate system errors or low battery levels, aiding in troubleshooting and maintenance.
Each component plays a pivotal role in the automatic solar tracking system, contributing to its efficiency, reliability,
and ability to harness solar energy effectively.

VI. MATERIALS NEEDED
Sl. No |[Hardware Quantity
1 Solar panel 1
2 Light Dependent Resistor (LDR) 2
3 7808 Voltage regulator 1
4  |HLF358 1
5 |L293D 1
6 DC motor 1
7 Resistors -
Table.1

V1. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

The results from our hands-on implementation confirm the effectiveness of our automatic solar tracking system in
monitoring sunlight intensity and adjusting the solar panel accordingly. Throughout our testing phase, the Light
Dependent Resistors (LDRs) reliably responded to changes in sunlight, allowing our system to make real-time
adjustments to maximize energy capture. We physically demonstrated how the system can dynamically reposition the
solar panel for optimal exposure to sunlight. Additionally, our practical assessments of energy output and battery charging
performance validate the system's ability to efficiently utilize and store solar energy. Importantly, when compared to
fixed solar panel setups, we observed significant improvements in energy generation efficiency. Our discussion highlights
the system’'s reliability, effectiveness, and positive environmental impact, while also recognizing opportunities for future
improvements. Overall, our hands-on validation underscores the potential of automatic solar tracking technology to
advance renewable energy solutions.

Fig. 2
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VIL. CONCLUSIONS

Our project has successfully implemented an automatic solar tracking system, showcasing its ability to efficiently harness
solar energy. Through hands-on experimentation, we demonstrated the system's effectiveness in monitoring sunlight
intensity and adjusting the solar panel orientation for optimal energy capture. Our practical tests verified the system's
performance in generating energy and charging batteries, revealing significant improvements compared to fixed solar
panel setups. These results underscore the potential of automatic solar tracking technology in advancing renewable energy
solutions and promoting sustainability efforts.

VIIl. FUTURE SCOPE
. Enhance control algorithms for better efficiency and improve system scalability for diverse conditions.
. Explore advanced energy storage solutions and integrate with smart grid technologies for better energy
management.
. Research cost reduction methods and foster industry partnerships to accelerate adoption and technology

development.
IX. ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

We extend our sincere gratitude to Mr. Sachin C S, Assistant Professor, for his invaluable guidance and support during
our Renewable Energy project. We also appreciate Dr. Sreeramulu Mahesh, Head of the Department, for his insightful
feedback and suggestions. Our thanks also go to GSSSIETW, Mysore, for providing access to the Renewable Energy
lab. Lastly, we are thankful to our families and friends for their encouragement and understanding throughout this
endeavor.

REFERENCES

[1]. Title: "Microcontroller-Based Control Circuit for the Automatic Orientation of Solar Panels in the Direction of Sun"
Authors: A. Jayashree, Vidya Kudva & A. G. Ananth Source: Advances in VLSI, Signal Processing, Power
Electronics, 10T, Communication and Embedded Systems pp 289- 302

[2]. Title: "Design of an Automatic Control and IoT Monitoring System for Dual Axis Solar Tracker" Authors: Fathima
Cheddadi, Hafsa Cheddadi, Youssef Cheddadi, Fathima Errahimi & lkram Saber Source: ICDTA 2021: Digital
Technologies and Applications pp 301-310

[3]. Title: "Solar Tracking System Using loT"Authors: Krishna Chaitanya Diggavi, Manidhar Thula & B. Pakkiraiah
Source: Innovations in Electrical and Electronics Engineering pp 569-578

[4]. Title: " Development of a Solar Tracker Using Servo Motor and Light Dependent Resistor for Electrical Boats"
Authors: Mohan.S Source: Test Engineering and Management, 2019, 81(11-12), pp. 3549-3552

[5]. Title: "Advances in Renewable Energies and Power Technologies" Authors: Juan Reca-Cardefia, Rafael L6pez-
Luque Source: Chapter 9- Design Principles of Photovoltaic Irrigation Systems, Elsevier Science, 2018.

[6]. Title: "Temperature Distribution of Three-Dimensional Photovoltaic Panel by Using Finite Element Simulation"
Authors: W.Z. Leow, Y.M. Irwan, M. Irwanto, M. Isa, A.R. Amelia and I. Safwati Source: International Journal on
Advanced Science, Engineering and Information Technology vol. 6 pp 607- 612.

© IARJSET This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License 505


https://iarjset.com/
https://iarjset.com/

