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Abstract: In recent times, the world has been experiencing an increase in medical cases due to the inappropriate disposal 

of hospital waste. Hazardous wastes in medical facilities are not properly managed, leading to the spread of various 

viruses. Medical waste, generated in healthcare centers such as hospitals, clinics, and laboratories, can contain chemicals 

like mercury and lead that leach into the soil and water, causing environmental pollution. This pollution poses health 

problems for people living in surrounding areas. Medical waste may also contain infectious or hazardous materials that 

risk human health and environmental safety. Hazardous waste in hospitals includes: Chemical Waste: Expired or unused 

chemicals, such as laboratory reagents and solvents, pose risks to human health and the environment if not properly 

managed. Pharmaceutical Waste: Expired, unused, or contaminated medications, including chemotherapy drugs, are toxic 

and harmful if not properly disposed of. Radioactive Waste: Materials containing radioactive isotopes, such as medical 

equipment used in radiation therapy or nuclear medicine, require careful handling. Infectious Waste: Waste contaminated 

with infectious agents, such as blood-soaked bandages, used needles, and cultures from laboratory experiments, must be 

carefully managed. Sharps Waste: Used needles, syringes, and other sharp objects can cause injury or transmit infection 

if not properly disposed of. Proper management and disposal of hazardous waste in hospitals are critical to protect the 

health and safety of patients, healthcare workers, and the environment. This involves segregating hazardous waste from 

non-hazardous waste, using designated containers, appropriately labeling containers, and ensuring safe storage and 

transportation to prevent contamination. Specialized treatment methods, such as incineration or autoclaving, may be used 

by hospitals to treat hazardous waste before disposal. To address these challenges, a modified method for sorting medical 

waste in dustbins has been proposed. Smart hospital waste management dustbins have been designed using various 

sensors for different purposes. The bins are color-coded (Red, Blue, Yellow, and Black) to indicate different types of 

waste. Key components include: Ultrasonic Sensors: Measure the distance of waste within the bin, working with a servo 

motor to control the lid's opening and closing. Camera Module: Attached to an Arduino UNO for waste image recognition 

and classification according to the bin color. Gas Sensor: Monitors gas levels within the bin, triggering an alert via a 

buzzer if the gas exceeds a predefined threshold, indicating the presence of hazardous fumes. Buzzer: Alerts when the 

bin is filled to capacity.GSM Module: Sends SMS alerts to frontline workers when bins are full or emitting foul odors, 

prompting immediate action.This IoT-enabled system ensures proper waste segregation, treatment, and disposal, 

enhancing safety for healthcare employees, patients, and the environment. Proper waste management mitigates health 

risks and environmental damage, underscoring the importance of adopting advanced technologies in hospital waste 

management. 

 

Index Terms: Arduino UNO, Ultrasonic Sensor, GSM Module, Image Recognition, Smart Waste Management, Medical 

Waste Disposal,IoT-Based Waste Management, Hazardous Waste Segregation, Environmental Safety, HealthCare Waste 

Management 

 

I. INTRODUCTION 

 

Medical waste disposal is a crucial process for safeguarding public health and the environment. With the increasing 

volume of medical waste generated daily, finding innovative and efficient management solutions has become imperative. 

One promising solution is the implementation of Internet of Things (IoT) technology to enhance medical waste disposal 

processes. IoT, a network of interconnected devices that communicate over the internet, can exchange data and perform 

actions autonomously, reducing the need for human intervention. 
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In medical waste disposal, IoT devices can monitor waste containers, track disposal activities, and provide real-time data 

to waste management teams. By deploying IoT sensors, waste containers can be monitored to determine when they are 

full, ensuring timely waste removal and reducing the risk of overfilled containers and hazardous waste spills. This real-

time monitoring helps prevent potential hazards to both human health and the environment. 

 

Furthermore, IoT technology can track waste disposal activities, offering real-time data on waste generation, collection, 

transportation, and disposal. This data can identify inefficiencies in the waste disposal process, optimize waste 

management operations, and ensure compliance with regulatory requirements. The integration of IoT technology in 

medical waste disposal processes can significantly enhance efficiency, safety, and sustainability, potentially 

revolutionizing waste management and contributing to a cleaner, safer, and healthier environment. 

 

The volume of medical waste is rapidly increasing, necessitating proper disposal methods. Medical waste can be 

classified into different categories, each requiring appropriate disposal to prevent the spread of infectious diseases. In 

healthcare settings, medical waste is classified and disposed of using color-coded bins: 

 

• Yellow Bin: Used for infectious materials, body organs, cotton, human tissues, medicines, and laboratory 

wastes. 

• Black Bin: Used for expired medicines, radioactive materials, and toxic waste. 

• Blue Bin: Used for sharp and infectious wastes like glass bottles and metallic implants. 

• Red Bin: Used for used blood bags and plastics such as rubber gloves, infectious IV sets, and similar items. 

 

Proper classification and segregation of medical waste using these color-coded bins help reduce the spread of viruses and 

diseases, as these wastes are highly prone to contamination. A smart dustbin system, equipped with sensors and image 

recognition technology, can automatically classify and segregate waste into separate compartments based on these 

categories, facilitating easier collection and recycling by waste management workers. 

 

Implementing this technology presents certain challenges, such as ensuring the accuracy of image classification 

algorithms and addressing privacy concerns related to using cameras or sensors to capture images of waste items. Despite 

these challenges, the concept of a smart dustbin capable of classifying and segregating waste represents a significant 

advancement in waste management. 

 

I.1  Image Analysis and Machine Learning Approaches 

Image processing and classification techniques are pivotal in developing a sophisticated system for effectively managing 

hospital waste. This system utilizes images of waste items to classify them into distinct categories such as biomedical 

waste, chemical waste, and general waste. The process involves several essential steps: 

 

1. Data Collection: Images of waste items are acquired using cameras or other imaging devices installed within hospital 

waste management areas. 
 

2.Preprocessing: The collected images undergo preprocessing to enhance their quality, remove noise, and optimize 

features crucial for subsequent classification tasks. 
 

3. Feature Extraction: Key features such as color histograms, texture descriptors, shape characteristics, and size metrics 

are extracted from the preprocessed images. These features are fundamental in representing the images in a format 

suitable for classification. 
 

4. Classification: Machine learning algorithms are trained using labeled data to classify waste items into predefined 

categories. Popular algorithms employed for image classification in this context include Convolutional Neural Networks 

(CNNs), Support Vector Machines (SVMs), You Only Look Once (YOLO), Single Shot Detection (SSD), and Random 

Forests. These algorithms leverage the extracted features to make accurate predictions regarding the type of waste 

depicted in each image. 
 

5. Post-processing: Following classification, post-processing techniques are applied to refine the results, eliminate 

errors, and enhance the overall accuracy of the system. This step ensures that the classification outcomes meet the high 

standards required for effective waste management in healthcare settings. 
 

By integrating image processing and classification techniques with machine learning algorithms, hospitals can develop a 

highly accurate and automated system for waste categorization. This advanced system offers several benefits, including: 
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• Efficiency: Automated classification reduces the manual effort involved in waste sorting, enabling healthcare 

facilities to manage waste more efficiently and cost-effectively. 
 

• Risk Reduction: Proper waste categorization minimizes the risk of contamination and infection within hospital 

environments, safeguarding both patients and healthcare workers. 
 

• Compliance: The system ensures compliance with regulatory guidelines for waste management, maintaining 

high standards of environmental responsibility and safety. 
 

In conclusion, the integration of image processing and machine learning technologies represents a significant 

advancement in hospital waste management. This approach not only enhances operational efficiency but also contributes 

to a safer and healthier environment within healthcare facilities. 

 

1.2    Training Image Dataset for Hospital Waste   

Classification 

Creating an effective training image dataset is crucial for developing a robust system to classify hospital waste using 

machine learning algorithms. The process involves several key steps to ensure the dataset is comprehensive, 

representative, and capable of producing accurate classification results: 

 

1. Data Acquisition: Collecting a diverse range of images depicting different types of hospital waste is the initial step. 

This involves capturing images using cameras or other imaging devices installed in hospital waste management areas. 

Images should cover various waste categories such as biomedical waste, chemical waste, and general waste to ensure the 

model's ability to recognize and classify all relevant types accurately. 
 

2. Data Labeling: Each collected image must be carefully labeled with its corresponding waste category. Manual or 

automated labeling techniques can be employed, ensuring that each image in the dataset is accurately annotated with the 

appropriate waste type. This step is critical for training supervised machine learning models, as it provides ground truth 

labels necessary for the algorithms to learn to classify new, unseen images correctly. 

 

3.Preprocessing: Preprocessing the dataset involves enhancing image quality, standardizing image sizes, and 

normalizing color and brightness levels. This step ensures consistency across the dataset and optimizes the images for 

feature extraction and subsequent model training. 

 

4. Feature Extraction: Extracting relevant features from the preprocessed images is essential for training machine 

learning models effectively. Features such as color histograms, texture descriptors, shape characteristics, and spatial 

relationships are extracted to represent each image's distinctive characteristics. These features serve as input variables for 

the classification algorithms, enabling them to learn and differentiate between different waste categories. 

 

5. Model Training: Machine learning models, such as Convolutional Neural Networks (CNNs), Support Vector 

Machines (SVMs), or ensemble methods like Random Forests, are trained using the extracted features and labeled dataset. 

During training, the models learn to associate the extracted features with the corresponding waste categories, optimizing 

their ability to classify new images accurately. 

 

6. Validation and Evaluation: The trained models are validated using a separate validation dataset to assess their 

performance metrics such as accuracy, precision, recall, and F1-score. This step ensures that the models generalize well 

to new, unseen data and can reliably classify hospital waste into the correct categories. 

 

7. Dataset Augmentation (Optional): Dataset augmentation techniques, such as rotation, flipping, or adding noise to 

existing images, can be employed to increase the dataset's size and diversity. Augmentation helps prevent over fitting 

and improves the model's robustness by exposing it to a wider range of variations within the dataset. 

 

8. Iterative Refinement: The dataset and model undergo iterative refinement based on evaluation results and feedback. 

This process may involve adding more images, adjusting labeling criteria, fine-tuning model parameters, or exploring 

different algorithms to achieve optimal performance in waste classification tasks. 

 

Developing a well-curated and annotated training image dataset is foundational to the success of machine learning-based 

approaches in hospital waste classification. It ensures that the models are trained with sufficient data diversity and quality, 

enabling them to effectively contribute to efficient waste management practices within healthcare settings. 
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A training dataset is a specific set of data used to teach a machine learning model how to predict or classify information. 

It's a subset taken from a larger dataset that's been carefully selected, organized, and prepared for training purposes in 

machine learning. During the training process, the model is fed with input data along with the correct outputs (or labels) 

that match those inputs. Through this process, the model learns to connect the input data with the correct outputs, enabling 

it to make accurate predictions or classifications when presented with new, unseen data. The quality and size of the 

training dataset are crucial factors that directly influence how well the machine learning model performs. A larger and 

more diverse training dataset allows the model to learn more broadly and accurately, making it better at handling new 

data. It's important that the training dataset accurately represents the types of data the model will encounter in real-world 

situations. To ensure the training dataset's quality, various steps like data cleaning, preprocessing, and feature engineering 

are often necessary. This includes tasks such as removing duplicate entries, filling in missing values, standardizing data 

formats, and transforming features to highlight underlying data patterns. These steps help optimize the dataset for 

effective model training. Overall, the training dataset is a foundational element in machine learning. It plays a crucial 

role in shaping the accuracy and versatility of the resulting model by providing the necessary examples and patterns for 

the model to learn from. 

 

1.3  Implementing Image Recognition on Camera Modules Using Trained Models 
 

Integrating trained images into a camera module, such as those used with Arduino, involves several critical steps to enable 

the recognition and classification of objects or scenes. This process is particularly valuable in applications like waste 

management, where identifying specific types of waste can enhance efficiency and safety protocols. Here’s a detailed 

breakdown of how this integration can be achieved: 
 

1. Machine Learning Model Development: 

o Dataset Collection: Gather a comprehensive dataset of labeled images representing the objects or scenes of 

interest (e.g., hospital waste types). 

o Model Training: Utilize machine learning techniques, such as Convolutional Neural Networks (CNNs), to train 

a model on the collected dataset. This involves teaching the model to recognize patterns and features that distinguish 

different waste types based on their visual characteristics. 

o Model Evaluation: Assess the model's performance using validation data to ensure it accurately classifies 

images into predefined categories. 

 

2. Integration with Camera Module: 
 

o Arduino Setup: Configure an Arduino board equipped with a compatible camera module capable of capturing 

images. 

o Programming Interface: Develop firmware or software to interface the camera module with Arduino. This 

includes configuring the camera settings, capturing images, and transferring data for processing. 

o Image Processing: Implement algorithms on Arduino to preprocess captured images. This may involve 

resizing, noise reduction, and adjusting color profiles to optimize them for classification. 

o Model Deployment: Embed the trained machine learning model into Arduino's programming environment. 

This allows Arduino to analyze captured images locally and classify them based on the pre-trained model. 

 

3. Real-time Image Recognition: 
 

o Capture and Analysis: Arduino captures images of objects or scenes in its environment using the integrated 

camera module. 

o Classification: Process the captured images through the deployed machine learning model to classify them 

according to the learned categories (e.g., biomedical waste, chemical waste). 

o Output Results: Display the classification results on an output device connected to Arduino, such as an LCD 

screen or through serial communication. 

 

4. Implementation Considerations: 
 

o Performance Optimization: Optimize the system for real-time operation by considering factors like image 

resolution, processing speed, and memory constraints on Arduino. 

o Environmental Adaptability: Ensure the camera module and Arduino setup are robust enough to operate 

effectively in various environmental conditions typically found in hospital settings. 

o User Interface: Design a user-friendly interface to interpret and act upon the classification results, facilitating 

informed decision-making in waste management practices. 

 

https://iarjset.com/
https://iarjset.com/


IARJSET 

International Advanced Research Journal in Science, Engineering and Technology 

Impact Factor 8.066Peer-reviewed & Refereed journalVol. 11, Issue 7, July 2024 

DOI:  10.17148/IARJSET.2024.11707 

© IARJSET                  This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License                 49 

ISSN (O) 2393-8021, ISSN (P) 2394-1588 
 

5. Benefits and Applications: 

o Enhanced Automation: Automate the recognition and classification of objects or scenes, reducing manual 

intervention and improving operational efficiency. 

o Safety and Compliance: Ensure compliance with waste management regulations by accurately identifying and 

segregating hazardous materials. 

o Data-driven Insights: Gather data on waste composition and disposal patterns to inform strategic decision-

making and optimize resource allocation. 

 

By integrating trained images into a camera module with Arduino, organizations can leverage advanced machine learning 

capabilities to streamline processes, improve accuracy, and promote sustainable practices in waste management and 

beyond. This integration represents a significant step towards achieving smarter, more efficient systems capable of 

addressing complex challenges in diverse operational environments. 

 

1.4  Study Objectives 

 

The main objective of this project is to enhance medical waste disposal practices by implementing proper segregation in 

bins, thereby reducing the risk of disease transmission through waste contamination. Ensuring timely evacuation of waste 

containers is crucial to optimizing the efficiency of the medical waste monitoring system.  

 

Strategies will be implemented to mitigate the environmental impact of medical waste, including recycling, composting, 

and exploring waste-to-energy solutions. By improving waste management practices, the project aims to enhance public 

health and environmental safety, minimizing risks associated with medical waste disposal and promoting sustainability 

in waste management processes.     

 

1.5 Application Scope 

 

The integration of IoT technology into hospital waste management systems offers multifaceted benefits across various 

critical areas. Firstly, it revolutionizes the management of hospital waste by effectively overseeing its entire lifecycle—

from segregation and collection to transportation and safe disposal. This ensures compliance with regulatory standards 

while optimizing operational efficiency. 

 

Secondly, IoT plays a pivotal role in infection control by enabling real-time monitoring of waste movements. By ensuring 

proper disposal practices, the system significantly reduces the risks associated with infection and disease transmission 

within healthcare environments. 

 

Environmental protection is another key aspect bolstered by this system. By promoting eco-friendly waste disposal 

practices, such as recycling and proper treatment methods, hospitals minimize pollution and mitigate environmental 

hazards. This contributes to broader sustainability goals and environmental stewardship. 

 

Moreover, IoT-driven analytics help hospitals optimize resource utilization by analyzing waste generation patterns. By 

identifying opportunities to reduce waste production and improve efficiency, healthcare facilities can achieve significant 

cost savings while enhancing overall resource management. 

 

Cost reduction is a direct outcome of IoT's ability to pinpoint inefficiencies in waste management processes. By 

streamlining operations and minimizing waste, hospitals not only save on disposal costs but also allocate resources more 

effectively towards patient care and facility maintenance. 

 

Enhanced safety and security are paramount benefits of IoT-enabled waste management systems. These systems monitor 

waste disposal procedures in real-time, preventing unauthorized access to waste storage areas and ensuring the safe 

handling of hazardous materials. This comprehensive approach safeguards both healthcare workers and the public from 

potential health risks. 

 

In conclusion, the IoT-based hospital waste management and surveillance system represents a transformative 

advancement in healthcare infrastructure. By improving operational efficiency, promoting environmental sustainability, 

optimizing resource utilization, and ensuring cost-effectiveness, this system not only meets regulatory standards but also 

enhances overall healthcare service delivery. 
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II. LITERATURE REVIEW 

 

It seems like you're summarizing various research proposals and projects related to smart garbage monitoring systems 

using IoT in hospitals. Here's a structured summary based on the information provided: 

 

1. Dr. Pooja Raundale et al.: Proposed an IoT-based Biomedical Waste Classification, Quantification, and 

Management system. They leveraged recent advancements in technology and wireless connectivity to automate the 

system. IoT devices were highlighted for their affordability and ease of setup, utilizing commercial off-the-shelf 

components (COTS). 

 

2. Chao Wang et al.: Introduced an IoT Monitoring System of Medical Waste based on Artificial Intelligence, 

specifically utilizing face recognition technology. Their approach focused on system engineering principles to enhance 

monitoring and management efficiency. 

 

3. Gayathri B et al.: Presented a Smart Garbage Monitoring System for Hospitals using IoT. Their system 

employed Zigbee and Global System for Mobile Communication (GSM) technologies. An ARM 7 sensor was used to 

detect garbage overflow, ensuring timely interventions. 

 

4. Hui Wang et al.: Investigated a Medical Waste Supervision Model and Implementation method based on 

Blockchain technology. They proposed a decentralized system architecture with intelligent contracts to record and 

manage medical waste disposal information across different phases, ensuring regulatory compliance and supervision. 

 

5. Priyavarthini S, Kamali K, Kailainathan S, Gopika Ram P: Developed a Biomedical Waste Monitoring 

System and Recycling Method for Hospitals using IoT. Their focus was on monitoring biomedical waste and 

implementing recycling methods to improve sustainability and environmental impact. 

 

Each proposal addresses different aspects of hospital waste management, ranging from classification and quantification 

using IoT and AI technologies to monitoring systems integrating blockchain for regulatory compliance and recycling 

methods for sustainability. These approaches collectively aim to improve efficiency, compliance, and environmental 

impact in hospital waste management practices. 

 

III. ANALYSIS 

 

3.1 EXISTING SYSTEM 
 

It sounds like you're describing challenges in the current system of managing high-hazard biomedical waste in hospitals. 

Here's a rephrased version: 
 

"In the current system, high-hazard biomedical waste is manually monitored and disposed of by arena workers. This 

manual inspection exposes workers to potential diseases when assessing compost heaps. Additionally, periodic filling 

and potential overflow of trash bins pose significant health risks, especially when biomedical waste spills go unnoticed. 

These challenges impact hospital workers and patients alike, highlighting the critical need for improved waste 

management practices." 

 

3.2 PROPOSED SYSTEM 
 

"In the proposed system, we have equipped all waste bins with Ultrasonic Sensors to monitor their fill levels. This IoT-

based approach allows for the automated monitoring and disposal of medical waste. The system integrates sensors such 

as a calorimetric gas sensor, a Global System for Mobile Communication (GSM) module, and a vesper sensor to alert 

frontline workers. Additionally, a camera module captures images of the waste, utilizing image recognition algorithms 

to classify it into predefined categories. This process ensures accurate waste classification while addressing privacy 

concerns related to image capture. Workers can then collect and recycle materials accordingly, optimizing waste 

management efficiency." 

 

IV. ARCHITECTURE 

 

It sounds like you're describing a detailed technical architecture and workflow for a hospital waste management system 

using IoT. Here's a structured version of the information: 
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Figure 4.1 illustrates the general architecture of the hospital waste management system. The system includes four color-

coded bins for waste classification within the hospital premises. When a bin reaches its capacity, a buzzer alerts frontline 

workers and the management team.  

 

Additionally, an SMS notification is triggered via the GSM Module, which is connected to a working SIM card. The 

garbage collection team is promptly notified to empty the dumpster upon receiving alerts 

 

 
 

Figure 4.1: Hardware Architecture 

 

 

 
 

Figure 4.2: Dataflow and Working Process 
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Figure 4.2 demonstrates the dataflow and operational process of the system. Sensors installed in the bins capture data on 

fill levels and other parameters. This data is transmitted to the Arduino UNO ATMEGA 328P Microcontroller Unit. The 

microcontroller processes the sensor signals and generates corresponding outputs. An LCD display is integrated to 

visually present the results. The GSM Module, equipped with a SIM card, facilitates message alerts to designated mobile 

phones. The Camera Module, integrated with a deep learning algorithm and trained datasets of waste images, 

automatically identifies and classifies waste into appropriate bins. A buzzer is activated to alert frontline workers of bin 

capacity or foul odors 

 

 
 

Figure 4.3: Software Architecture 

 
Figure 4.3 outlines the software architecture and workflow executed within the system. The Arduino Integrated 

Development Environment (IDE) is used to develop and upload C++ code to the Arduino board via USB ports. The 

uploaded code runs on the Arduino, processing data from sensors and controlling outputs such as SMS notifications. 

SMS alerts are sent using the SIMCOM 900a module to predefined mobile numbers of the hospital staff. 

 

This structured approach ensures efficient waste management, real-time monitoring, and timely interventions to maintain 

cleanliness and hygiene standards within the hospital environment. 

 

4.1 RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

 

ARDUINO IDE: 

 

 
 

Figure A.1 Arduino IDE Page 

 

https://iarjset.com/
https://iarjset.com/


IARJSET 

International Advanced Research Journal in Science, Engineering and Technology 

Impact Factor 8.066Peer-reviewed & Refereed journalVol. 11, Issue 7, July 2024 

DOI:  10.17148/IARJSET.2024.11707 

© IARJSET                  This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License                 53 

ISSN (O) 2393-8021, ISSN (P) 2394-1588 
 

 

 

 
 

Figure A.2Working of Servo motor SIMCOM 900a CON 

                        NECTION AND WORKING:  

 

 
 

A.3 SIMCOM 900a Working Model 

 

 
 

Figure A.4 Waste level detection and sending SMS Alert 
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Figure A.5 Gas Detection 

 

 
 

Figure A.6 Sending SMS 

 

 
 

Figure A.7 Training Image Dataset 
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Figure A.8 Output Model 1 

 

The image datasets are collected and labeled. The datasets are trained and then validated. Another set of image dataset is 

given to the testing folder. The testing folder is called and verified with trained sets 

 

V. CONCLUSION AND FUTURE ENHANCEMENT 
 

Thus by implementing this system, infectious medical waste can be monitored and tracked easily. This prevents the 

contamination of waste and the spreading of diseases. There will be proper disposal of waste. Once the bins get filled, it 

is then triggered by an SMS alert. Also, We are using the camera or sensor to capture an image recognition algorithm to 

classify the waste based on the categories of bin waste. It ensured the accuracy of the image classification algorithm and 

addressed any privacy concerns related to capturing the image of waste items. By this system of methodology, the spread 

of contamination disease has been controlled and we can easily evacuate the waste as soon as it has been filled with the 

help of SMS and Buzzer. In future, they can use various technologies and sensors for the improvement of infectious 

waste surveillance for the hospitals to prevent the people from getting many diseases. In this project we used an IR sensor 

, Ultrasonic sensor , servo motor and camera module to find out whether the dustbin in the hospital is filled or not and to 

identify the wastages are correct in each dustbin without getting mixed. In future, new sensors can be added and rain 

sensors also attached for the prediction of rain in the locality which helps to prevent contamination of wastes. With the 

help of future advancements and greater technologies, the smart bins can get modified with new tools 
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