IARJSET ISSN (0) 2393-8021, ISSN (P) 2394-1588

(@ International Advanced Research Journal in Science, Engineering and Technology
Impact Factor 8.066 >: Peer-reviewed & Refereed journal :< Vol. 12, Issue 5, May 2025
DOI: 10.17148/IARJSET.2025.125132

AN EMPIRICAL ANALYSIS OF CUSTOMER
RETENTION STRATEGIES WITH
REFERENCE TO MUTHOOT FINANCE

Mr. B.Yuvaraj!, MS.Brindha.P?

Student, Department of Management Studies, Vels Institute of Science, Technology& Advanced Studies
(VISTAS), Chennai, India'
Corresponding Author: Assistant Professor, Department of Management Studies, School of Management Studies,

VISTAS, Chennai, India®

Abstract: In the highly competitive financial services sector, customer retention plays a pivotal role in sustaining long-
term business growth and profitability. This study offers an empirical analysis of customer retention strategies adopted
by Muthoot Finance, one of India’s leading non-banking financial companies (NBFCs). The research aims to identify the
key factors influencing customer loyalty and retention, including service quality, trust, customer satisfaction, and
relationship management. A structured questionnaire was administered to a sample of Muthoot Finance customers across
different branches, and the data collected were analyzed using statistical tools such as regression analysis and correlation
analysis. The findings highlight the significance of personalized services, transparent communication, and prompt
grievance redressal mechanisms in enhancing customer retention. The study concludes with practical recommendations
for improving customer engagement and building long-term relationships, which can be applied not only within Muthoot
Finance but also across the broader NBFC sector. This research contributes to the growing body of knowledge on
customer relationship management in financial institutions.

I INTRODUCTION

In the modern business landscape, customer retention has become a key strategic focus for organizations striving to
maintain long-term success and profitability. With the increasing competition in every sector, businesses are recognizing
the critical importance of not just acquiring customers, but retaining them through effective strategies. Customer retention
refers to the ability of a company to retain its customers over a prolonged period, reducing churn rates and fostering brand
loyalty.

Customer retention strategies encompass a wide range of tactics and practices aimed at enhancing customer satisfaction,
fostering long-term relationships, and increasing repeat business. Traditional customer retention methods often involve
providing quality products or services; however, with technological advancements and evolving consumer expectations,
businesses now need to adopt more dynamic, data-driven, and personalized approaches to truly resonate with their
customers.

An empirical analysis of customer retention strategies involves examining real-world practices and outcomes to
understand what works best in retaining customers. This analysis provides valuable insights into various techniques such
as loyalty programs, customer engagement, personalized communication, and exceptional customer service that can
increase customer loyalty and, ultimately, a company’s bottom line.

II. REVIEW OF LITERATURE

1. Kumar, R., & Sinha, P. (2021). Customer Retention and Satisfaction in the Financial Services Sector. This study
emphasizes the link between customer retention and customer satisfaction in the financial services sector. The authors
find that businesses that focus on delivering high-quality services and personalized experiences can significantly increase
customer retention. The paper concludes that when companies meet or exceed customer expectations, they are more
likely to retain customers over the long term.

2. Patel, S., & Verma, K. (2020). The Role of Loyalty Programs in Financial Services.
Patel and Verma (2020) explore the effectiveness of loyalty programs in the financial services industry. Their research
indicates that well-designed loyalty programs can reduce customer churn and increase repeat business by offering rewards
and exclusive benefits for returning customers. The study suggests that these programs play a critical role in strengthening
long-term customer relationships.
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OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY

Primary Objective:

. To study and evaluate the various techniques and practices adopted by Muthoot Finance to retain its existing
customers.

Secondary Objectives:

. To measure the overall satisfaction level of customers with Muthoot Finance's services. It involves identifying
key satisfaction determinants such as interest rates, service speed, staff behaviour, accessibility of branches, transparency
in transactions, and digital service availability.

. To evaluate the features and benefits of the gold loan services offered by Muthoot Finance.
. To identify the focus on specifically assessing customer perceptions and satisfaction regarding the gold loan
facility.

I11. RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

. Research Design: Descriptive

. Sample Size: 100 employees

. Sampling Technique: Convenient sampling

. Data Sources:

o Primary: Structured questionnaires

o Secondary: Internal company documents, journals, and online sources
. Tools Used:

o Percentage analysis

o Chi-square test

o One-way ANOVA

DATA ANALYSIS AND INTERPRETATION (SUMMARY)

FINDINGS

. The majority of respondents are in the 35-44 age group (26%), followed by those aged 55 and above (25%).

. The gender distribution is nearly equal, with 52% male and 48% female.

. A majority of respondents (35%) have completed their undergraduate education, followed closely by those with

a 12th-grade qualification (31%).

. Most respondents are employed in the private sector (28%), followed by those in business (26%) and
government (25%).

. A majority of respondents (51%) are married, while 49% are separated.

. 30% of respondents have been customers of Muthoot Finance for more than three years, with 27% being
customers for less than six months.

. 31% of respondents avail of the gold loan service more than three times a year, with 27% availing it rarely.

. The majority of respondents take out gold loans for personal needs (32%), followed by medical expenses (25%)
and education (24%).

. 32% of respondents first learned about Muthoot Finance through advertisements, while 28% heard about it via

word of mouth.
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. 40% of respondents agree that the loan disbursement process is quick and efficient, but 20% disagree or remain
neutral.

. Satisfaction with interest rates is mixed, with a significant portion (35.7%) remaining neutral.
SUGGESTIONS

. Although the gender distribution is balanced, Muthoot Finance can focus on further enhancing services that
cater to specific gender-related preferences, ensuring continued broad appeal.

. To meet the needs of customers with varying education levels, Muthoot Finance should ensure that their services
are easily accessible and understandable for individuals across different educational backgrounds.

. Strengthening partnerships with private sector and business organizations can help Muthoot Finance expand its
reach within those sectors, as they constitute a significant portion of the customer base.

Iv. CONCLUSION

Based on the data analysis of Muthoot Finance's services, it is clear that the company has a broad customer base with a
variety of needs. The majority of respondents fall within the 35-44 age group, and the gender distribution is nearly
balanced, with both male and female customers engaging equally with the services. Educationally, most respondents have
completed their undergraduate education, and they come from diverse professional backgrounds, with the private sector
being the most represented.

However, there are areas for improvement, particularly in the customer experience. A significant portion of respondents
expressed dissatisfaction with the loan disbursement process, interest rates, and the security measures related to pledging
gold. Additionally, communication regarding loan status updates and clarity in repayment terms was highlighted as
needing attention. The company should focus on making these processes more efficient and transparent to improve overall
customer satisfaction.
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